
Let us call her Razia, the grandmother - a
popular name for Christian women in
Pakistan. Her grandson - let us call him
Yusif - showed a talent for painting even
as a child. Razia taught Yusif what 
she believed to be the most
important thing for a life of
dignity and steadfastness. She
taught him to pray and read
the Bible. In his village, out
on the edge of the desert,
Yusif would gaze up at the
starry sky and ponder. Again and again 
he was filled with the desire, “Maybe I
should become a priest one day?” At the
age of 13, Yusif underwent a crucial
experience. An angry mob of Islamic fun-
damentalists forced their way into the
parish church of Our Lady. They burned
all the liturgical and catechetical books
and all the furnishings. They beat up the
boys from the Catholic school next door.
Yusif saw the smouldering remains, heard
the weeping children and said to himself,
“God’s people are suffering and I must

give my life for the Faith. I can resist God
no longer.” Today Yusif is 22 years old.
He is a joyful and dedicated seminarian.
The pictures he is currently painting
remind one of Picasso. 
Discrimination and persecution are awak-
ening in the Christians a faith that is far

deeper than in countries where member-
ship of the Church is little more than a
social custom. In Yusif’s own country
Catholics live in real and constant danger.
They are among the poorest of the poor,
especially the women. But they are not
deterred. One very poor man told us, “Of
course I am afraid, but when I see him on
the Cross, then I cannot do otherwise; I
must be faithful to him, even if it costs me
my life.” When I hear such words, I am
filled with envy. For our faith often seems
so weary, too weak to resist the social

“Our Christianity must

be so ardent and so

radiant - a city built on

the hilltop and a light

on the lampstand - 

that others are led to

the conviction that we

have the truth 

and the life.”

Father Werenfried (1913-2003),
founder of Aid to the Church in Need
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pressures around us, too easily under-
mined by sneers from ‘politically correct’
people. 
At Pentecost the Holy Spirit comes down
with power on the Church. The Spirit
breaks through all the drudgery, enliven-
ing us and bringing us a joyful enthusiasm

in the Faith. And “a great joy
cannot be kept to oneself. It
has to be passed on … Anyone
who has discovered Christ
must lead others to him.”
(Pope Benedict XVI in
Cologne, 21 August 2005).

Every donation you make enables us to
send out more Child’s Bibles. And so
another Razia can instruct another grand-
son Yusif to read and love the Word of
Life. And so other Yusifs can train for the
priesthood, on every continent. Please
pray for Razia and Yusif! They stand for
so many others. 
My blessings on you and on your families.

International Ecclesiastical Assistant

“The Holy Spirit brings 
joyful enthusiasm in the
Faith and breaks through
all the drudgery.”

Embracing the Child’s Bible - their way of saying ‘Thank you’. These children
in Campo Limpo, Brazil have been rejected or abandoned by their parents.
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Background by Claude Piel
Child's Bibles for street children abandoned by their parents in Campo Limpo, Brazil 

"On the mountain overlooking Rio I saw the giant Christ looking down with great sadness upon his city". So wrote Father Werenfried back in 1962, following his visit to Brazil. Deeply shaken by all the poverty, destitution and mystery he had seen in Rio de Janeiro, he prayed with a heavy heart before the statue of Christ - and not only for the poor, but also for the rich, that they might open their hearts to their fellow citizens.

Today, after all the years that have passed since then, the misery in Brazil has scarcely grown any less. As always, the poverty affects the children especially. It is estimated that around 10 million of them are living on the streets. And apart from the Church there are few people who take pity on these children. 

A chance to experience the feeling of love, security and the warmth of a real home once more 

In the diocese of Campo Limpo the Franciscan Sisters are caring for the children who are in the greatest need of their help. These are the children who have been abandoned or cast out by their own parents. In the children's home of Mary Immaculate (Maria Imaculada) they offer them a refuge and, for the first time in years, these children have the chance to experience the feeling of love, security and the warmth of a real home once more. They are given religious instruction too, and so come to know the Word of God. There are 60 children whom the sisters have taken in on a full-time basis into the home, plus another 180 street children who visit the home during the daytime. 

"The Bibles are a really big present for our children" 

We have sent these sisters some of our Child's Bibles to support them in their work. Sister Serafina Hummler writes to us: "I want to express my heartfelt thanks to you for sending us these Bibles. I see them as a sign of God's Providence today, I who have been living and working here in Brazil for 67 years now. These Bibles are a really big present for our children." The photo that Sister Serafina has sent us of the children leaves no doubt as to how much these little Bibles mean to them. 

Gratitude - expressed with a kiss! 

The colourful pictures in the Child’s Bible give the children a sense of the love of God and enable the image of Jesus to become a living one in their hearts. The little Bibles are a comfort and hope for the future. Sadly, though, there were not enough Child's Bibles for every one of the children cared for by the sisters to receive a copy. And so Sister Serafina has begged us to send another 400 copies, for as she adds: “we have other social centres which did not receive any copies, and also schools which we had to leave out when we distributed them." 

ACN is only too happy to respond to this request from the sisters. We are absolutely confident of your help and support and we likewise have no doubt that Father Werenfried will also intercede for these children of Campo Limpo from his place in Heaven. If you would like to help these children of the Mary Immaculate Children's Home, then please note the project reference number below: 
Brazil /Campo Limpo 05/00006 
Family apostolate section, 10.02.2006


Notice:
Mgr. Emílio Pignoli is Bishop of the Diocese of Campo Limpo. Campo Limpo is in the neighbourhood of São Paulo. In the year 2004 there were 2.85 Million people living within the diocese of Campo Limpo of whom 91.2% - or 2.6 Millions - were Catholics.



aloud, “For love of you, I have studied,
watched and striven; I have preached you
and taught you... Never have I said anything
against you, but if I should unwittingly have
done so, then I submit everything unre-
servedly to the correction of the Roman
Church.” What a wonderful programme for
any seminary! 

The major seminary in Makurdi,
Nigeria, bears his name. Currently no less
than 450 seminarians here are following in
the footsteps of this great Doctor of the
Church. Like him, they are very poor. There
is not enough bread, there are not enough
books, there are not enough beds... 50 

We owe to St Thomas Aquinas not
only his profound reflections on
love, the Trinity and the Cardinal
Virtues. This great Doctor of the
Church of the 13th century also gave
us some wonderful hymns on the
Eucharist.

The Dominican theologian formulated
them in his prayer. We sing them on the
feast of Corpus Christi. Indeed, his last
recorded words were addressed to the
Blessed Eucharist. Kneeling, he prayed
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Aid for seminarians - “for love of You...”

students have to sleep outside the seminary.
They plan to have a bakery and also need
support for their studies. We have promised
€25,000- for love of the Eucharist. For one
day they will call down Our Lord to the
earth. For him they study, watch, work and
sing. But without the presence of Christ,
without the Resurrection, our Faith would
be in vain, says Saint Paul (cf. 1 Cor 15:13-
14) and “The world would be a nonsense, a
kingdom of evil, of lies, of death”, as the
Russian poet Soloviev adds. In Russiatoo,
in Moldova, in Belarus and in Ukraine,
seminarians are likewise waiting for your
help. Here it might be €1,300, here €1,400,
here €7,000 to assure their formation, and
later their preaching and teaching in accor-
dance with the Catholic Church. In Poland
the figure is around €230,000, or €50 per
seminarian. For Poland is a rich source of
priests for the Universal Church, including
the Church in Western Europe. They are the
fruit of your prayer and sacrifice - “for love
of you, O Lord”. Don’t let this love for
vocations grow cold! •

Seminarians in Khartoum,
Sudan. Whether at work...

Laudate omnes gentes -
seminarians in Nigeria.

Offering their lives to the
Lord - a priestly ordination
in Ocaña, Colombia.

... or at play, the sense of
communion makes them
strong.

In Ukraine too the seminarians share
an enthusiasm for football.

Thanks to your help, ACN
supports one seminarian in
every seven around the world:

Continent 2002 2003 2004 2005

Eastern Europe 9,752 10,899 10,054 8,967

Africa 1,134 2,002 2,184 1,248

Asia 1,039 894 1,483 761

Latin America 3,670 5,020 4,747 4,726

TOTAL 15,595 18,815 18,468 15,702

Seminarians in Khartoum,
Sudan. Whether at work...

... or at play, the sense of
communion makes them
strong.

Offering their lives to the
Lord - a priestly ordination
in Ocaña, Colombia.

Laudate omnes gentes -
seminarians in Nigeria.

Any donation you kindly give will go to support these or similar projects 

Background by Claude Piel
The only solution - to seek help from outside
Feeding 450 seminarians in Nigeria 

"I cannot preach to empty stomachs", Father Werenfried frequently used to say. And studying on an empty stomach is also hard to imagine. And yet around 500 people are currently suffering food shortages in the major seminary of St Thomas Aquinas in Makurdi, Nigeria. This major seminary, with its 450 seminarians, 24 professors (22 of them Africans) and 33 ancillary workers, is one of the largest in the world - and also one of the poorest. Each day there are 500 hungry stomachs waiting to be filled with the most basic or fund. But how?

"Makurdi is a new seminary", writes Monsignor Kenneth Enang, the Rector of the seminary to ACN. "I have no other solution than to ask for outside help". The seminary in Makurdi was established in 1986 as the philosophy campus for the major seminary of St Augustine in Jos. At that time all the philosophy students had to move to Jos, following their studies in Makurdi, in order to continue with their theology studies and receive ordination. Then, in 2002 the seminary in Makurdi was likewise recognised by the Vatican as a full major seminary. From then on the entire studies through to ordination could be carried out in Makurdi. 

Urgent need - and not just for their daily bread 

"So far we have trained 32 seminarians through to ordination", writes Monsignor Kenneth Enang. "Now, with the growing number of students, we are looking for ways of obtaining food more cheaply." One idea is to establish their own bakery. But until then the seminarians must struggle to survive. And in any case, the St Thomas Aquinas seminary looks more like a pioneer camp than a unversity campus, with extreme overcrowding in the dormitories, and study areas, lecture theatres half built, water shortages, frequent power cuts, no telephone, permanent lack of funds. Despite all their efforts, help is arriving very slowly, in a country where everything is in short supply. 

Nigeria - the most populous country in Africa 

Nigeria, bordered by Cameroon, Chad, Niger and Benin, is the largest country on the West African coast and by a long way the most populous country in Africa, with over 130 million people, belonging to 250 ethnic groups. The present capital, Abuja, lies roughly in the centre of the country. In 1960 the Federation of Nigeria was granted independence. Ever since then the competition between the major ethnic groups has grown steadily. 

Oil brought great wealth but many problems too 

The struggle always involved political power and the economic wealth, especially the oil reserves. This conflict led to a bitter civil war in 1970, which cost over a million lives. Now Nigeria is the ninth largest oil exporter in the world. This "black gold" brings in over 95 percent of export income and two thirds of the entire national income. Yet despite this, Nigeria is still one of the poorest countries in the world. The oil has brought the country great wealth, but many problems too, for the money has simply flowed into the pockets of the rich ruling classes and the foreign oil companies. 

Conflicts between the Islamic North and the Christian south 

Additionally there are constant problems between the Islamic North and the Christian South. In Nigeria today around 50% of the population are Muslims, 40% Christians (2% Copts) and 10% still belong to animist natural religions. Since 1999, in the main region of conflict between the Muslims North and the Christian South, over 10,000 people have lost their lives. Hundreds of thousands have lost all they own and are now struggling to survive in refugee camps, In the more southern (though still central?) diocese of Makurdi, the number of Catholics is around 1.38 million out of a total of 3 million (in 2004) and thus, at 45.9%, slightly higher than the national average. The diocese of Makurdi is one of 49 Catholic dioceses in the nine provinces of Nigeria. It was established on 28 June 1960. 

"Ut omnes unum sint" - "May they all be one" 

In the major seminary of Makurdi they are working towards long-term solutions for the problem of peaceful coexistence with the other religions. The motto of the seminary makes this clear: "Ut omnes unum sint" - "May they all be one". Says Monsignor Kenneth, "The seminarians come from 19 different dioceses and from four different religious orders... And so no-one can afford to indulge in racial conflict or cultural narrowness." Indeed, this seminary is vital for the life of the Catholics in Nigeria, for the Church must maintain a presence in the villages, so that Islam is not seen as the only option. 

A high-quality formation 

It is therefore important that these future priests receive a high-quality spiritual, human, moral and intellectual formation. All the seminarians study both philosophy and theology, and there is likewise an exchange of professors with the major seminary of All Saints in Ekpoma, in Benin. Three spiritual directors attend to their spiritual formation. The seminary publishes four different annual publications, three of an academic nature and one on the spiritual life. Currently new priests are also being trained abroad as professors, in order to guarantee a still better quality of formation. 

Buildings in a catastrophic state 

Much has been done for their formation. But the conditions in which they must study are catastrophic, for the major seminary of Makurdi is actually housed in a former primary school. The state of most Nigerian schools is generally appalling, and the major seminary of St Thomas Aquinas is no exception. A small water treatment plant and an inadequate generator supply the barest minimum. There is a lack of lecture rooms, dormitories for the seminarians, a refectory, a chapel, an and administrative building, accommodation for the assistant staff, and so much more. 

72 seminarians sleep on mats in a half-finished building  

Building work has begun on a new accommodation wing for the seminary. But it had to stop again for lack of funds. The building itself has two wings; Wing A already has sleeping mats for 72 students. Work on B-Wing is further advanced, and the seminarians are living here in rather more cramped conditions. When the building work is finally completed, the two wings should house up to 144 seminarians. "But even then", adds Monsignor Kenneth, "we don't know where we are going to house the new priests who are currently studying abroad, when they return to Makurdi after finishing their studies." 

Food has to be imported from abroad 

But this is not the most urgent concern. At present the shortage of food is the main problem. In Nigeria the environment (and with it above all the water) is becoming more and more polluted. Most Nigerians live in their villages from agriculture or fishing. But in recent years agriculture has been sold badly neglected that today many foods have to be imported from abroad. Mass poverty and epidemics among the undernourished rural population with lack of healthcare provision often claim thousands of victims. The major seminary in Makurdi likewise suffers from the same food shortages. Rome provides some financial support for certain basic needs, but it is not enough. Each year the seminary organises a bazaar, in order to raise money locally, but the people themselves are so poor, they have barely enough to survive on. And so the seminary depends on the support from ACN 

Bishop Athanasius Atule Usuh of Makurdi will receive 25,000 Euros from ACN, so that the 500 or so people in the major seminary of St Thomas Aquinas can be supplied with the most essential foodstuffs by the end June 2006. They are urgently awaiting this aid, because the runaway inflation in Nigeria is another big problem, and if the time-lag between the appeal and the arrival of the money is too long, then the original sum requested will already be insufficient to cover the costs, so rapidly are prices rising. 
If you can do anything to help please contact us, quoting the following project number: Nigeria /Makurdi 05/00107; Project ID: 0508137

Background by Claude Piel
ACN's support for seminarians: "one in every seven around the world" 

During the year 2005 ACN supported a total of 15,702 seminarians in major seminaries around the world. According to the news agency Fides and the Vatican, the number of seminarians in major seminaries studying worldwide in 2003 (the last year for which statistics are available) was 112,373, (plus 98, 372 in minor seminaries). The figures will scarcely have changed in 2005. Thus ACN is supporting one in every seven major seminarians around the world. 

Overall, the number of seminarians receiving help from ACN has slightly fallen. This is largely due to the fact that our help is not automatically accorded. First of all a request for support must be made before we can help. Since the number of such requests is not always constant, it can happen that there are more requests in one year than in another. Additionally, the number of such requests from Poland has fallen. 

Background by Claude Piel
Seminarians from Russia, Moldova, Belarus and Ukraine are studying in Poland.

Following the collapse of communism in Eastern Europe, the surviving seminaries were few and far between - with the exception of Poland. As a result the various local Churches had to send their seminarians to study for the priesthood in other East European countries, above all Poland, with the financial support of ACN. 

By now, however, almost all the countries of Eastern Europe have their own diocesan seminaries, so that there is no longer any need for diocesan seminarians to study abroad. But the situation is rather different for the seminarians of the various religious orders, who in some cases and in some countries are still only developing and establishing themselves. In these cases ACN continues to support their studies abroad.

More and more young men - in Russia, Belarus, Ukraine and Moldova - today feel themselves called to the religious life. Many are currently studying for the priesthood in such places as the seminary of the Sacred Heart Missionaries in Stadniki, Poland. In 2005  there were 12 seminarians from the above countries who entered this particular seminary. This is a source of great joy for the Superior of the congregation, but at the same time a real headache, since living costs are soaring in Poland and the teaching resources for the seminarians are becoming more and more expensive. Since they are private institutions, the Church’s higher education centres do not receive any support in the form of state subsidies. And yet ACN, true to Father Werenfried’s motto, is determined that no vocation should be lost for lack of financial support.

The superiors of the seminary take their responsibilities very seriously and make every effort to form these young men spiritually and intellectually in such a way that they will one day be able to receive the sacrament of ordination in a truly worthy and responsible manner. As a result of this dedication the supply of new vocations shows no sign of drying up, as it is doing in many other countries. Not only do the seminarians receive a thorough grounding in philosophy and theology but they are also taught, as an essential aspect of their spiritual formation, to be truly responsive to others, to understand their needs and joys and so to become true shepherds of souls. They visit the sick and the elderly, the children in the hospitals and homes, organise summer camps for children suffering from leukaemia and other physical handicaps - and so are confronted with many aspects of human need and suffering. The seminary also publishes its own bimonthly magazine, entitled “Rise up”. It is addressed above all to the sick and is issued in a printing of 8,100 copies. Thus, even before ordination, the seminarians are already engaged in the pastoral apostolate.

There is also great commitment to vocations promotion work. Thus, as part of their pastoral outreach, the seminarians also correspond regularly with around 500 youths and boys who have shown interest in training for the priesthood. Additionally, last year, a small vocations newsletter “Dear Friend”, was published last year in Polish in a printing of 1,100 copies, and it also appeared twice in a Russian edition.

Last year six of the students followed a course for educators and youth group leaders. Five others, who had already completed their fourth year of studies, took part in a Summer Course in La Capelle, France, in preparation for taking their final vows. Many of the seminarians also took part in symposia and other scientific gatherings, beyond the normal range of their studies. The intensive study of foreign languages is likewise an important aspect of their training.

During the academic year 2005/2006 ACN helped a total of 4,611 seminarians in Poland, with a total of 230,000 Euros. ACN’s support for Polish seminarians has a long tradition and goes right back to 1957, when Father Werenfried met with the then Primate of Poland, Cardinal Wyszynski, in Rome and promised his support. Ever since then, the promotion of priestly formation in this country so rich in vocations was especially close to Father Werenfried’s heart. Indeed, the training of priests was always one of the highest priorities of our Founder and he would rejoice today to see so many young men from other countries of the former communist empire training for the priesthood in Poland - for he always foresaw the necessity of training priests to venture forth into the spiritual wasteland that would exist after the fall of the communist regimes, to bring the Good News of Christ to the parched and hungry souls that had so long awaited Him.
To this day, support for the training of priests remains one of the highest priorities of our charity.

Currently ACN is supporting three groups of seminarians from the religious orders in Poland:
- 26 seminarians in Cracow - 1,300 Euros
- the seminarians in the Missionary Seminary of the Order of the Heart of Jesus, in Stadniki -1,400 Euros
- the seminarians from Russia, Moldova, Belarus and Ukraine in Poland - 7,000 Euros
In case you would also like to help for any of these seminarians, here are the respective project numbers:
Project number Poland / Cracow 05/01755, project ID: 0508715 Eastern Europe / Regional
Project number 05/00061, project ID: 0508640
Project number Eastern Europe / Regional 05/00239, project ID: 0508757



distribute it - in words, pictures or even
comics - depends on your generosity. •
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“A sure guide to hand”

Soon everyone will have heard of
them in Cuba. They call them “the
Children of the Church”. Aged eight
to twelve, they bring Jesus into the
homes - a little figure of the Child of
Bethlehem.

They knock, and the door is opened to
them. Only a few people turn them away,
even though for decades many Cubans have
neither heard nor sought to hear anything of
the liberating message of this Child. Camilo
himself came upon such a family. The

mother opened the door to him, listened to
his words about the Child in the manger and
then led him to her own child,
Miguel, six years old and grave-
ly ill with cancer. Camilo
brought Miguel the message of
life. Two days later, he saw him
with his mother in church. And
just a few days after that Miguel died, the
Child Jesus clutched tightly in his hand.
Camilo is quite sure, “Miguel is one of us
now, the Children of the Church.” Cuba,

this island of communism, is witnessing
many miracles of conversion through this

Child Jesus. 350,000 figures
have found a place in people’s
homes and, more importantly,
their hearts. Cuba is thirsting for
the message of redemption. The
Church in Cuba has asked us to

help bring another 300,000 figures of the
Christ Child into the homes by next Christ-
mas, together with Camilo and the others.
This is Good News indeed. Will you help?•

Camilo, Miguel and the Child Jesus 

“And calling to him a child, he put
him in the midst of them...” (Mt 18:2).
And so they stood there, the disci-
ples, with the child in their midst.
This is the point at which the future
begins to take shape and this
includes the future of the Church.

ACN founder Father Werenfried
realised the importance of outreach to the
young and that is why he placed the Child’s
Bible in the hands of millions of children
throughout the world. Thanks to your gen-
erosity, the work continues - 43 million
copies in 148 languages - and the Word
continues to take flesh in their young hearts
and minds. Those who cannot read as yet,
can always listen, and then set to with their
families and the catechists to fashion pic-
tures of the life of Jesus, like those in
Pakistan who, using scraps of material,
colourfully craft the biblical stories and
images that they will learn later in our
Child’s Bible. 

They will read the words of Jesus for
themselves - often the Child’s Bible is their
only road to literacy - then, in the Little
Catechism, derive the teaching from them.

With Rome’s approval, this book too has
been published in the millions (4 million
copies in 20 languages) proving how great
is the thirst for the truth. Requests still pour
in from over 60 countries - as do letters of
thanks. A missionary writes from Para-
guay: “Faced with the many sects, our par-
ents and catechists now have, in the Little
Catechism, a sure guide to hand.” Nothing
is more sure than the authentic Word of
God. Just how quickly and widely we can

The Word, woven into the fabric of their
lives. In Hyderabad, Pakistan, Father
Anjou Soares and a catechist proudly
show off the work of the families.

Children and the Bible - two keys to the
future.The joyful faces of these school-
children in Zambia say it all. Can we not
try to make other children happy too? 

“Men and Women of
the Bible”.This comic
strip series, support-
ed by ACN, helps to
forge a sense of
community among
the Christians in
Pakistan.

The presence of the Child transforms hearts. In Cuba old and young alike are welcoming Jesus into their homes.

The Child’s Bible

and the Catechism 

of a pastoral nature through Aid to the Church in Need.

Background by Claude Piel
Enlargement of the Joti pastoral and educational centre in Mirpurkhas, in Sindh province, in the diocese of Hyderabad 

The Parkari, the Katchi Kohli and the Bheels are all ethnic minorities in Pakistan who live in the region around the Thar Desert in the southeast of Pakistan, very close to the frontier with India. These minorities, whose origins lie in the Hindu culture, are glaringly disadvantaged socially. Whereas in Pakistan generally some 98% of the population is Muslim, in this particular region there are "only" 69% Muslims, while 30% are Hindus and 1% Christians. 

For the most part they work in conditions of near-serfdom in feudal structures. Powerful and unscrupulous landowners have held these small peasant farmers in thrall for a generation by means of cunning strategies to keep them permanently in debt. The long periods of drought and the poor irrigation mean that there is frequent unemployment. In such conditions these peasant farmers have to travel long distances in order to find work for themselves and grazing for their emaciated cattle, goats and other livestock. Their living conditions are degrading and they are without prospects. They work simply in order to survive, and child labour is an everyday fact of life. 

For 40 years now Catholic missionaries have been engaged in evangelisation work in this difficult region. Now this missionary work has already borne fruit in the ordination of the first native priests. The priests are active both in the pastoral and the social field. With the help of the diocesan Justice and Peace Bureau they are endeavouring to help these landless peasants to assert their dignity and to fight back against the network of power and corruption. 

What is clear to everyone is that without education for the children, and the women too, things will not change in the future either. And so, wherever possible, the Church is establishing primary schools and boarding schools where children, both Christian and Hindu, can be taught. And where the Church is unable to maintain schools she nonetheless still carries out her educational work and encourages parents to send their children to the state schools. The education of girls in particular is sorely neglected here. The Church however, takes the view that "in educating a boy one indicates a single individual, whereas in educating a girl one educates an entire family and even a community". 

The Church has also launched another very important initiative by purchasing land in the region of these minorities and settling families on it. The families are given help to build their simple dwellings, for a church, a primary school and for the purchase of water pumps. In this way viable communities are established and the Faith is passed on. There are programmes of family catechesis, adult literacy programmes, courses especially for women (e.g. in sewing), the training of teachers and parish leaders and, to round off the palette of the Church's aid, the establishment of medical aid posts - for in recent years especially, tuberculosis has spread alarmingly in this region. 

Promoting a sense of human dignity and of community among the people is an important task, as is likewise that of implanting a Catholic faith with deep roots. But dialogue with the other faith communities is also important. 
Playing a central role in all these activities is the Joti Centre in Mirpurkhas, some 70 kilometres (45 miles) north-east of Hyderabad. Initially just a simple parish hall, this centre was officially established at the end of 1993. Apartments owned by the Church were used at the time to establish the initial building complex, with administrative and teaching rooms, a prayer room, community hall, kitchen and refectory. In 1997 accommodation was added to this, so that programmes of several days could also be run. 

Between 1993 and 2004 some 14,910 people have benefited from this centre in 445 different programmes or activities, ranging from youth meetings for the diocese, teacher in-service training programme, family catechesis, courses in natural family planning, health workshops, nursing courses, media training and mission meetings. At the same time other NGOs working in the region in the social field have also been able to make use of the centre from time to time for their conferences and training programmes (you will find more details of these activities in the attached information leaflets of the centre). By now Joti Centre has long since ceased to be merely a pastoral centre but has become an educational and cultural centre too. Father Anjou Soares, its director and co-founder, writes: "People, be they children, youth, adult, the poor and oppressed, need space and a safe environment in which to explore, experiment and discover their own values. Young people have an important role to play in society.” This is exactly the kind of environment the centre provides. 

The demand is great and the centre’s capacity more than fully utilised. Consequently, ever since 2001, there has been a plan to extend the complex with a new block, containing an auditorium, a prayer house, study centre, library, refectory, kitchen, storeroom, plus 24 single rooms with bath and a terrace. 
Work has already begun on this new block and the basic structure is now standing, but the floors and ceilings, electricity and other furnishings in the single rooms, the library, the kitchen and the refectory are all still lacking. 

Bishop Max J. Rodrigues of the diocese of Hyderabad emphasises to ACN how much this project means to him. He is deeply convinced of the work that Father Soares is doing and he salutes him as a vigorous, committed, passionate and energetic priest. We have promised to help him with 50,000 Euros, in two separate instalments. Will you help us to shoulder this financial commitment for such a worthy project? If you can help us, then please note the project reference number below when making your donation. And thank you! 
Pakistan /Hyderabad 05/17 
By Kira von Bock-Iwaniuk


Notice:
Mgr. Max John Rodriguez is Bishop of the Diocese Hyderabad in Pakistan. In the year 2004 there were 21. 687 Million people living within the diocese of Hyderabad of whom 0.2% - or 48,680 - were Catholics.

Background by Claude Piel
The Little Catechism in Paraguay 

In Paraguay likewise, the Little Catechism is an indispensable aid to the people. So we have been told by Father Winfred Moschner, of Asuncion in Paraguay. His letter is typical of many others; hence we are publishing it in full. 

"Dear Mrs Maria Zurowski, 
Happy Christmas from Paraguay and every blessing for the New Year! The catechisms were distributed free of charge among the Brazilian families. The costs that I had to pay at customs were covered by donations.

In some of the parishes here up to 80% of the families speak Portuguese. But the schools teach in Spanish and the teachers have no proper training for helping foreigners to integrate or to learn the new language from the basis of their own mother tongue. As a result this catechism is of great value. Because the parents understand Portuguese better, your catechism helps them to pass on their faith to their children in their own mother tongue. Faced with so many sects, the parents have a sure guide in their hands and can support the work of the catechists by introducing their children to the truths of the Catholic Faith at home. At the same time our diocese has decided to introduce "family catechesis". This is a well-known method that has already proved to been very successful in Chile, Brazil, Argentina and Paraguay too, deepening Church life and strengthening the relations between the parents and their children, through the Faith. 

The catechism has met with a very good response, not only in Paraguay, but also in a neighbouring parish in Brazil, the parish of Our Lady of Graces (Nostra Senhora das Gracas). I have also shown the Rosary booklet to Father Aroldo Mendes dos Santos, but I don't know whether he has approached you about this yet. 

My heartfelt thanks to you, on behalf of our catechists and parish priests, for sending this catechism. At the present time the parish priests don't have any more joint meetings. But at the next meeting I will ask what people need and then send you a request for a new consignment of catechisms in Portuguese. However, I am quite sure that a consignment of about the same size - in other words around 1,500 copies - would be both good and useful. 
A thousand thanks, and may God help and bless you! 
With sincere good wishes in Christ",

Father Winfred Moschner, SVD, Asuncion, Paraguay." 

Notice: 
Archbishop Eustaquio Pastor Cuquejo Verga heads the archdiocese of Asuncion. In the year 2004 there were some 1.5 million people living within the archdiocese, of whom 1.35 million, or 90 percent of the population, were Catholics. If you would like to help us for this project, then please quote the reference number below: Brazil /National 00/00722 

Background by Claude Piel
"A gift from the Holy Spirit"

The Child Jesus at work in Cuba

In November 2004 the bishops in Cuba launched a unique campaign in order to introduce the "Year of Mission 2005". They wanted to reach every Cuban family. They wanted to reach not only those people who already go to church; not only those who like to pray in chapels or in the mission stations, and even when there is no priest available. Rather they wanted to unite their forces and go out to meet the people in their own homes.

But they didn't want to come with empty hands. And so they began a campaign centred on a small figure of the Child Jesus, just 9 cm high. The idea was to use this figure as the centre of the Year of Mission 2005 and so make tangible the meaning of Christmas. Although many Cuban families already set up Christmas trees in their homes, they have no real idea about the meaning of Christmas. As a result of the revolution, the Catholic Church in Cuba was forced to abandon many of her church buildings. And the number of priests fell so sharply that today there are only some 250 priests available to celebrate the Eucharist for the faithful on the island. It is estimated that 30% of the 11 million Cubans still think of themselves as Catholics, although just 3% of them actually practise their Faith.

Thousands of volunteer missionaries take the Child Jesus to the families

And so, in order to introduce the Year of Mission 2005, shortly before Christmas, thousands of committed Cuban volunteers set out to bring the little figure of the Child Jesus to the families. Travelling on foot, by bicycle or on horseback, they travelled deep into the interior. To every family they gave one of the little figures of the Child Jesus, made of fluorescent plastic. With this gift each family also received an accompanying leaflet, explaining the Good News and the Christian meaning of Christmas. Many of the volunteer helpers travelled up to 20 km before arriving at a house and knocking on the door to personally hand over the little figure and accompanying leaflet. These personal encounters and the response to the initiative gave the families the opportunity to ask questions and learn still more about the importance of the birth of Christ.

Rekindling the Faith

In March 2006 the Zenith news agency reported that many Cubans had experienced a reawakening of their faith. Most of them had been given the little plastic figure of the Child Jesus. According to Aid to the Church in Need (ACN) there are clearly more practising Catholics in Cuba today. Up to 90,000 Cubans go regularly to Mass and participate in the Eucharist. These figures were gathered by ACN with the help of the Carmelite Sisters in Havana, who bake the hosts for most of the dioceses in the country.

A milestone for the Faith in Cuba

And so, for ACN it is quite clear. The growth in church attendance can be related directly to the distribution of the little figures of the Child Jesus. This little glowing statue has had such a profound effect on people that the Cuban bishops now want to continue with the distribution of the figure. They look on this initiative as a milestone for the Faith in Cuba.

Countless testimonies in praise of the little Child Jesus figure

Archbishop Juan García Rodriguez, chairman of the Cuban bishops' conference, has written to ACN, saying that the initiative is a gift of the Holy Spirit. "We are calling on ACN again for help, so that still more people can be given the joy of the Child Jesus at Christmas. We have received numerous testimonies in praise of the little statuettes. We can imagine already now how Christmas 2006 could be if we could get hold of more of these little figures. We can already imagine what it would mean for the people who want to get to know Jesus still better."

Last year ACN gave 350,000 Child Jesus figures. They were distributed within a month. Hundreds of touching and enthusiastic testimonies have now come in from Cuba. We can happily send you some of these, on request. The people are so greatly looking forward to having a little statue of Jesus of their own that ACN has planned to send another 300,000 figures to Cuba. If you too would like to help us with this initiative, then please note the project reference:
Cuba /National 06/299; Project ID: 0611437
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A divine stroke of
genius

I dare say every one of us has at some
time experienced how good it is to enjoy
a meal with those who are near and
dear to us. It doesn’t need to be much -
a pizza, a plate of spaghetti, or perhaps
a little bread and wine. It creates a feel-
ing of fellowship, and in being happy
together we find that even the food we
eat seems to be somehow different, bet-
ter. I am sure the Last Supper was
something like this. This meal too
forged a fellowship - and here too there
was a transformation of the food eaten
by those present - but of a far deeper
kind. On this occasion Jesus spoke the
words over the bread and wine before
him: This is my Body, this is my Blood, 
given for you. Do this in memory of me
(cf. Lk 22:19-20). 
In the sacrament of Communion Jesus
enters into my very self, he enters into
your very self, he enters into each one
of us. We become, in a real sense, the
Mystical Body of Jesus, we become
Church. This is our vocation - to re-live
the life of Christ, as Father Werenfried
has put it. 
Jesus in this way created an opportu-
nity, a way to enter into a deep 
communion with him, for people of all
future times, right down to this day. Is
not this offer of Jesus a divine stroke of
genius, an offer that we should grate-
fully welcome as often as possible?

Hans-Peter Röthlin,
President

The Last Word

More hope now, thanks to the chapel 
Thanks to the chapel that ACN has built
in our quarter, we can now bring in the
young people off the streets who had
nowhere else to go before. And we can
also teach the Faith to the children here,
instead of on the streets. This fills us
with hope.

A woman from Santiago, Chile 

A nice surprise 
In a recent Mirror I read the article
about the Fathers on Somosir. It was a
nice surprise. In 1937 one of my uncles,
a Franciscan, went there in order to live
among the people. The Bataks always
meant a great deal to him. For my
priest-uncle his mission was a constant
‘way of the cross’. Nowadays, when 
we hear about nothing but Islamic
Indonesia, and only occasionally about
the difficult situation of the Christians
there, it is nice to hear that what my
uncle and his fellow priests started 

didn’t fall on barren soil. All this is rea-
son for me to donate my Lenten gift of
this year for this mission. It will be
enough for one Batak family. 
A man from Vlaardingen, Netherlands

For the Church in Tanzania 
My son has succeeded in passing an
exam, and now he sends you 1,000 Euros
to help build up the Church in Tanzania.
Thanks be to God for the graces he has
bestowed on my son.
A proud mother from Chassieu, France

We have been so touched 
Please find enclosed a cheque for £1,000
being almost the total proceeds of a sale
of family items. We have been so touched
by your accounts of struggling priests
and nuns in dangerous areas of the world
that we would like the money to go
towards helping just one or two hard-
pressed Roman Catholic communities. 

A couple from the West of England

Need, love and thanks - Your letters

“The war has destroyed all the houses in Mayen
Abun,” writes Roberto from the diocese of El
Obeid in Sudan.You have already helped Sudan’s
people ( Mirror 2/2005 ). Thanks to you, they were
able to make bricks and build houses – and in
particular an orphanage. “Now refugees from
Darfur are coming to us too, and there are many
children among them.” Others are former slaves
whose freedom Bishop Gassis has purchased
(right); now they are searching for their parents.

The mission station (left) will also have a school
for children, where catechists will be trained as
well.The diocese is vast - the size of France. “We
are overjoyed and deeply grateful”, writes
Roberto. “Your benefactors have done all this.
Both we and the children are praying for them.”

Sudan, one year on 
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Where to send your contribution for the Church in Need:
Please use the Freepost envelope – it saves you money and helps us.
In Ireland: Aid to the Church in Need, 151 St Mobhi Road, Glasnevin, 
Dublin 9, tel. (01) 8377516. (Registered Charity No. 9492).
In Great Britain: Aid to the Church in Need, 1 Times Square, Sutton, Surrey, 

SM1 1LF, tel. 020-8642 8668. (Registered Charity No. 1097984).
If you give by standing order, or have sent a donation recently, please
accept our sincere thanks. This Mirror is for your interest and information.

Background by Claude Piel
Please find below the two letters reporting on the last development achieved thanks to the help of ACN at for the orphans of Mayen Abun (Sudan)

First letter

RE: Sudan / El Obeid 04/00046
Mayen Abun construction (orphanage, mission compound)
Final narrative report and financial expenditure

“The financial support given by Kirche in Not for above project ended and we can consider the project today at a very good stage. The 5 constructors from Kenya and 5 local people including one supervisor did a good work. The work is now speed-up since we are starting the dry season (from October to May) and there is possibility of making local bricks, internal transport, erecting walls without getting risk of damage because of the rain.

All fences around compound are already done, including the construction of the pit –latrine, building repairs and the orphanage school. Fr. Marco Mongu, working now in Mayen Abun, already takes the place. Next week a girl volunteers from America, will be present in Mayen Abun jointly in December by another American women, a qualified doctor.

The accommodation and the “school” for orphans will be opened in the middle of November 2005. A number of 8 lorries were sent to Mayen Abun via road from Nairobi, Uganda – Rumbeck then Mayen Abun. The constructions are good and for the next future we will think about the reconstruction of the Church, which is extremely important to set-up a good mission (picture of the Church, was already sent to you).

The constructors (expatriates from Kenya) are supposed to come out from Mayen Abun after 6 consecutive month of presence in Mayen around the middle of January 2006. Other material needed is now in Lokichokio ready to be airlifted as soon as we can.

Fr. Marco is now selecting the children to be assisted (helped by the local people); Fr. Marco is a Sudanese from Wau.

Due to the development on going and the presence of the Church in Mayen Abun, there is an influx in the area of many returnees from Darfour. During the rain season, Mayen Abun is a good area for cultivation, particularly sorghum (the local food) and groundnuts. Fr. Marco express a desire in order to get a tractor, to teach the local people in cultivation and to make sure the local production will help for the running of the orphanage school and the church personnel. This is a good proposal done by Fr. Marco.

We are now focusing in recruiting the local catechists, teachers, and to start a relation in a good way (since Mayen Abun is a new mission) with the local authority.

We are looking for the possibility of starting the drilling of some boreholes needed in the area even if we already rehabilitated one for the need of the mission.

We are extremely happy about Mayen Abun and deeply grateful to Kirche in Not for the help given to set-up the compound.
Very soon, when the project coordinator/contractor will be going to Mayen Abun, pictures of the work done will be available and definitely sent to your attention,
Kind regards,”

Roberto Bronzino, Diocesan Relief & Development Coordinator, Diocese of El Obeid
Nairobi (Kenya), 26th September 2005


Second letter: the thanks letter

„Dear Christine du Coudray,

Thanks to Kirche in Not, these are some pictures that I have promised to you regarding the Mayen Abun’s construction. Mayen Abun is extremely important, all houses where destroyed by the war. Today, we have Fr. Marco and two Americans volunteers’ ladies doing medical service in Mayen (one doctor and one nurse practitioners qualified).

Fr. Marco is now establishing our presence in Mayen Abun with the construction of the mission compounds, an orphanage school, primary schools, the formation of catechists and many other needed activities in the area.

It is the beginning, but the accommodation as you can see from the pictures is really superb. The work is not finished yet but we hope to be ready for the middle of the year 2006.

With gratitude and appreciation for Kirche in Not concern (without it wouldn’t have been possible) in the name of the Diocese of El Obeid a huge thanks. Best regards,”

Roberto Bronzino, Diocesan Relief & Development Coordinator, Diocese of El Obeid
Nairobi (Kenya), 21st of December 2005.




