
Pope John Paul II died one year ago, on
the eve of Divine Mercy Sunday. Mercy,
the summit of Love! He himself pro-
claimed this feast, in line with the revela-
tions to Sister Faustina, the saint of God’s
mercy. “Let me go to the
Father’s house” were his last
words after the Mass. The
house of the Father is the
house of Love. The first
encyclical of Benedict XVI is
devoted to this love. “Deus
Caritas Est” - God is love. Nothing illus-
trates more beautifully the seamless con-
tinuity of the succession. Benedict XVI 
is following the path trodden by John
Paul II to the Father’s house, and he is
taking us all with him. This encyclical is
an invitation, it opens the door of the
house. It enables us to catch a glimpse of
the mystery of Love, of that “original
gift” (St Thomas Aquinas) of the Father
to mankind. 
In a short commentary on his encyclical,
Pope Benedict declares: “Love is not

merely a feeling; the will and the 
intelligence also belong to it.” Father
Werenfried might well have added: ‘as
does practical action, too.’ It might be a
car, or a bicycle, for love has to reach its
destination. Father Laszlo, in the Serbian
diocese of Zrenjanin, was just in time to 

persuade a young woman not to have an
abortion. She was on the point of going
to the clinic when her mother rang the
priest. Without a car he could not have
brought the Good News of life and of love
in time. For Father Laszlo it was a car; in
the Amazon or in Congo it might be a
boat, in the Andes a mule, in Vietnam a
motorbike. Everywhere you are helping
to bring this love to the children of God. 
God’s love “transforms our lives and fills
us with joy,” wrote John Paul II. And
Benedict underlines the reason: when we

1

love, we no longer wish only to take, “but
to give, and precisely in this liberation
from our ego we find ourselves and are
filled with joy”. Liberation from our ego
- our brothers and sisters in need are
helping us to this goal. “See how they
love one another!” they said of the first

Christians. Love is the seal 
of authenticity of Christians,
it is the driving force of
Christianity. It urges us to
confront the culture of death,
hidden or open, in internation-
al bodies with the message 

of the “Civilisation of Love” (Pope 
Paul VI). It urges us to hurl back at the
newly awakening Marxism in Latin
America, and the fundamentalist Islam in
Africa and the Middle East, the Alleluia
of the Resurrection. So it is that, wherev-
er you help, it is always Easter. 

My grateful blessing on you all. 

International Ecclesiastical Assistant

“Love is the seal of
authenticity of Christians,
it is the driving force 
of Christianity.”

“The more people we open fire
upon - I mean the fire of love -
the greater will be the number

of burning hearts for the
Church in distress.”

Father Werenfried (1913-2003),
founder of Aid to the Church in Need

Strengthen your helpers -
Pope Benedict XVI 
encourages ACN secretary
general Dr Norbert Neuhaus
to tackle key issues like 
fundamentalist Islam and
atheistic Marxism, and to 
promote the family.

“Strengthen your brethren.”
Pope John Paul II and his
successor, Benedict XVI.

Photos: © L’Osservatore Romano

No. 3 - April/May 2006 

Published
eight times a year

E
D

/2/3/11

Background by Claude Piel
Background information
is available in the yellow boxes. Just click and read!

Background by Claude Piel
A car - an indispensable aid 

In Serbia, and Montenegro too, a car can pay a crucial role. We hear this from Father Laszlo Gyuris, a parish priest in Vrsac in the diocese of Zrenjanin. His letter is so interesting that we reproduce it here in full. 

As a simple parish priest he cannot not even afford a bicycle
 
"It is a great joy for me to write to our benefactors, for it is so beautiful, important and entirely in the spirit of the teaching of Jesus that we should respond to the love in others - or rather that we, on our side, should return a little love, when we have experienced so much for so long. 

I am a parish priest in what is now northern Serbia, or alternatively Vojvodina, in the diocese of Zrenjanin. Our town is called Vrsac and lies on the Romanian frontier. There are five villages that also belong to the parish. As the priest in charge of such a large parish I simply could not do my work without a car. But without your help I could never have afforded a car either, for my earnings as a parish priest would not even suffice for a good bicycle. Hence you can understand how great my joy and gratitude is to be getting a subsidy for a car. 

How a child was saved from abortion 

As I have said, without a car I could scarcely do anything. For one thing the town of Vrsac is quite big, and on the other there are the villages. It has already so often happened that I was called to those who were sick and at the point of death, so that I had to get there quickly, or that I was called to family conflicts, etc. 
For example, in one case the daughter was already on her way to the clinic to have an abortion. But then I sent the mother to talk to her daughter in the clinic and say a few more kind words to her. Then the daughter came home. Afterwards, other problems cropped up and it took at least two weeks of travelling to talk with them in the evenings, until the situation began to calm again. Now the child is already a year old, beautiful and sweet, and everyone is overjoyed. 

How an anxious housewife was able to return home again without fear 

Then, in one of the villages 25 kilometres away, a good churchgoing family - with grown-up children who also regularly came to church - found themselves in such a difficult situation that the mother had to leave home, because the father was too hard... After long discussions with the father, peace slowly returned, and the mother was able to come home and today, thank God, they all live as though nothing had happened. 

How a married couple were able to find mutual forgiveness

In another village a young man asked me to come at once to his family, because his wife was about to leave him, with their little child. As I had married them two years earlier there was already a contact there and we were able to talk quite openly about everything. In this way all the problems were brought out into the open, and so they were able to forgive each other and life could continue as normal. 

How a child was baptised shortly before death in the incubator. 

In the town there is a poor family with six children. The seventh was born, but with such internal birth defects that the child had to be taken to Belgrade and put in an incubator. There was no chance of the child surviving, so it had to be baptised quickly. I was in constant contact with the family. As soon as the hospital allowed us to go there, we drove over with the father and godfather, to the child and it was baptised in the incubator. A few days later the child died, but the knowledge that the child had been baptised was a great comfort to the parents. 

But there are also other occasions when I need the car - for the regular Masses in the villages, for religious instruction, for the frequent house blessings where every family, at least in the villages, and around 350 families in the town have to be visited. And there are simply so many family visits, for minor or major problems, or simply to talk with people... Then there is a new small church being built in one of the villages, and all the bureaucratic requirements and the building work have to be supervised. 

"Even the priest has to recharge his batteries from time to time" 

Finally, I myself as a priest have to "recharge my batteries" from time to time. I travel to the meetings of priests and there draw strength so that I can grow into an ever deeper relationship with God and thereby serve the parishes with a greater spirit of service. It is also not uncommon for me to be invited to give retreats or talks - here again I need the car. All in all, the Good Lord alone knows just what a great help a car is for our priestly work - and you have helped us in this. May God reward you even now - but then He also has all eternity at His disposal in order to reward people. And you can also rejoice that God has involved you in the great mission of spreading His Kingdom through your donations. We pray the Angelus at the end of Holy Mass for our benefactors." 
Father Laszlo Gyuris, of Vrsac in the diocese of Zrenjanin. 

ACN has responded to the appeal of Father Laszlo, which was supported by his superior, Bishop László Huzsvár of the diocese of Zrenjanin. If you would like to help as well, then please quote this project No: Serbia and Montenegro / Zrenjanin 05/164. 

Background by Claude Piel
Background information to our projects is available in the yellow boxes. Just click and read more. You can cut and paste the text as well for a better reading comfort e.g. in word format.



Take the catechist Benedict in Uganda;
he is severely handicapped and needs a
wheelchair. They call him “a blessing” for
the parish of Christ the King in Teboke. His
inner joy shows them what truly makes one
happy - the awareness of being a child of
God. His smile reminds them that love
overcomes all suffering. Nonetheless, he
still needs a wheelchair. We have promised
Father Innocent Opio, who looks after him,
€3,600 - for his wheelchair and for 58
bicycles for his fellow catechists. 

Or take Father Noël Assayi of the dio-
cese of Owando in Congo/Brazzaville. He
needs an outboard motor for his dugout
canoe. The sects are everywhere, he writes,
“they spread hatred and division and dupe
the people. Why should we not go there
and broadcast the seed of love, so as to
bring peace, dispel doubt, in short carry the

“The Church is God’s family in the
world. In this family no one ought to
go without the necessities of life.” It
is as though Benedict XVI had writ-
ten these words in his encyclical
precisely for our charity. At any rate
they are an appeal to us, for we
know those who are without these
necessities.
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Lending Wings to the Good News 

On the way to visit his parishes, Bishop
Akio (right) and his predecessor.

Their dugout canoe is too slow - Instead of using poles, Father Noël (right) and
his catechist need a powerful outboard motor.

“He who follows God always walks
surely,” writes Saint Ambrose. Here
in the Catholic parish of Saint
Teresa, near Lutsk in Ukraine , the
people would love to do just that.

But Father Volodymyr Ositsa often has
to travel up to 120 miles between churches.
He cannot regularly visit all seven churches
making up the parish in this wide area. The
roads are too long and the buses too few.

The older people especially suffer because
of this. They are waiting for him. After the
sufferings of the past, he represents a ray of
hope to them, despite all the unemployment
and poverty. He occasionally celebrates
Holy Mass en route with the young people
in the open air, like the ‘rucksack priests’
who were once sent out by Father
Werenfried to those with no churches and
no priests. We have promised him €5,500

for a car. With your help, Father Volodymyr
will be able to bring the Sacraments to
many more people, both young and old, and
lead them along the sure way to God.•

A sure way to God 

Uganda. Fausta beams with joy at her
new bike. But others are still waiting...

light of the Good News of Christ into the
darkness?” The people rejoice when he
moors on the river bank. But with his pole
it takes far too long. An outboard motor
would lend wings to the Gospel message.
Once again we have contributed €3,600. 

And then there is Bishop Akio Johnson
Mutek of the diocese of Torit in the south
of Sudan, who suffers from a kidney dis-
ease; we want to help him too. He is now
well enough again to devote himself to
travelling around his desert diocese, to the
scattered communities in desperate need
of rebuilding after the long years of war.
We have promised to help him with
€23,100, for there should be no one in our
family without the basic necessities. •

Any donation you kindly give will go to support these or similar projects 

Background by Claude Piel
A wheelchair and 58 bicycles for the catechists of Teboke (Uganda)

"Faced with the tragic effects of the poverty that the people have been forced to endure on account of the war, and in admiration for the commitment of our catechists, I feel obliged to ask ACN for financial help for a wheelchair and 58 bicycles to facilitate our pastoral work." So writes Father Vallente Innocent Opio, the parish priest of Teboke in Uganda. 

The parish of Teboke lies in the district of Apac, close to the northern frontier of Uganda in the diocese of Lira, and some 330 kilometres (200 miles) north of the capital, Kampala. Since its independence in 1962 Uganda has been racked by terror, injustice and hundreds of thousands of fatalities. Since 1996, under the rule of Yoweri Museveni, the situation has eased. 

1.7 million victims are refugees within Uganda 

But these positive developments have brought little or no improvement to the people living in these frontier regions, bordering on the Democratic Republic of Congo to the west and Sudan to the north. For in the west Uganda is still embroiled in the war with the Democratic Republic of Congo, to which it has sent troops. In the north a civil war has been rumbling on for over 13 years, and the ordinary civilians often get caught in the crossfire. As a result some 1.7 million victims in Uganda have been made refugees, according to a report by the Zenith news agency of 10 March 2006. 

Father Vallente Innocent Opio is responsible for the parish of Christ the King in Teboke. "Thank God", he writes to ACN, "we have 58 committed catechists helping us in our work of evangelisation. One of them in particular, a handicapped catechist named Benedict Moro, needs a wheelchair. However, a wheelchair costs a great deal of money. Hence our modest but urgent appeal for financial support so that we can purchase 58 bicycles and 1 wheelchair to enable our catechists to pursue their pastoral work better in the Christian communities." 

Because of the civil war our catechists have no means of transport 

The parish of Teboke covers the two towns of Loro and Chegere and includes 53 "outstations" with chapels. They are cared for pastorally by 58 catechists. In all there are around 62,000 people living in the parish of Teboke, some 45% of whom are Catholics. The situation has changed over the course of time. "Innumerable people have fled from the atrocities of the rebels", reports Father Vallente Innocent Opio, "Since the situation here escalated they are now refugees in their own country. We want to make our evangelising work in Teboke more effective by providing our catechists with bicycles, so that they can better reach the people on the spot. As a result of the civil war our catechists no longer have any means of transport. And as a result of this, many Christians are living without the Sacraments, because they live too far away from the mission centre." 

Strengthening those who have been made refugees in their own country 

Father Opio again emphasises the needs of his parishes’ communities. Thanks to these bicycles, the catechists will be able to conduct simple liturgical ceremonies in the outstations. They will help at funerals, visit the lonely and handicapped in their homes, prepare candidates for the Sacraments, visit the sick and call in the priest to administer the Sacraments to them. They will also attend the monthly parish meetings, organise pilgrimages within and outside the parish, attend the retreat days, seminars and courses which they need for their ongoing formation in the pastoral field and participate in the annual meetings with catechists from the neighbouring parishes, so that they can share their joys and also their sufferings with one another. 

"The task of the catechists is enormous in this vineyard of the Lord" 

Father Opio is concerned above all to strengthen those who have been made refugees in their own country. "The task of the catechists is indeed enormous in this vineyard of the Lord", emphasised Monsignor Paul L. Kalanda, the former apostolic administrator in the diocese of Lira. "The priests depend greatly upon them. Helping them to support these priests in their mission, as pastoral assistants, is something that can be wholeheartedly recommended." 

Affording the catechists freedom of movement 

Bishop Joseph Franzelli, the new bishop of the diocese of Lira, also wholeheartedly supports the appeal of Father Opio. "The lack of means of transport makes it difficult for the catechists to pursue their pastoral activities among the Christian communities. I am convinced that a bicycle would enable them to reach the many communities that have been entrusted to them. I would be most grateful to you if you can afford them this freedom of movement and thus support them in their pastoral function. You may be assured of my prayers and my best wishes, as may all the staff of ACN." 

"The bicycles will be purchased here in Uganda", writes Father Opio. "However, the prices for bicycles are very unstable and are rising very rapidly. Hence the need is urgent." ACN has granted Bishop Joseph Franzelli 3,600 Euros for the purchase of these bicycles and the wheelchair for the catechists of Teboke. If you would like to help too, then please note the project number below: 
Uganda /Lira 05/82. Project ID: 0505563 


Background by Claude Piel
Two outboard motors for the dugouts of the parish of “Bienheureuse Anuarité” of Mpouya. 

"You have to paddle a great deal to reach the parish of Mongolo", writes Father Noel Assayi of the parish of Blessed Anuarite (Bienheureuse Anuarité) of Mpouya in the Republic of Congo. "It's almost 20 miles away from here. Our faithful have such a thirst to see a priest. We urgently need to have outboard motors for our two dugout canoes." However, it is not only against the forces of nature that Father Noel Assayi has to contend, but also against the sects, who are thoroughly unsettling the people in this region...

The Republic of Congo (the former French Congo, or Congo Brazzaville) lies in the north and west of the Congo basin and is bordered to the east and southeast by the River Congo itself and by its tributary, the Ubangi. Vast tracts of the country consist of swamps, savannah and dense rain forests. The rivers are the only connecting routes to the interior. The great majority of the three million or so Congolese live in the south of the country, a third of them in the capital, Brazzaville, alone. In all some 50% of the Congolese are Christians, while a further 48% of them are adherents of pagan natural religions, and there is already a small minority of around 2 percent Muslims. 

The eight villages of the parish are accessible only by river 

The Republic of Congo is divided into 15 dioceses. The diocese of Owando, in which the parish of "Bienheureuse Anuarité" of Mpouya is situated, covers an area of 113,250 square kilometres (44,238 square miles). In the year 2004 there were 525,000 people living within the diocese of Owando, of whom 47.8% - or 250,756 - were Catholics. Mpouya is the name of a district of some fifteen hundred souls, bordering on the Democratic Republic of Congo (the former Zaire). Most of the eight villages in this district are on the banks of the Congo River and can only be reached by water - Mongolo and Balemona are up river and Lilanga, Liniongolo, Mpala-léfini, Mpouya-Moké, Bowando1 and 2 and Mapé are all down river. 

The Catholic school was "returned in a chaotic state" 

The Catholic mission of Mpouya was established in 1940. Ever since then there has been a Catholic primary school here, established by the Catholic missionaries. Confiscated by the state in 1965, the school was finally returned to the Church in 2001 "in a chaotic state", as Father Noel Assayi reports. "A technical school and a grammar school are likewise in a poor condition." The people here live from fishing and from agriculture (manioc). In Mpouya there is no state-promoted development activity and there are only two small industries present here, one a brick-making kiln and the other a cattle rearing station. 

Fears of a catastrophic emergency situation in the river regions 

From 1997 - 2003 the Republic of Congo was embroiled in a civil war. At present a peace accord, signed by the government and the armed opposition group, the National Resistance Council (Conseil National de Résistance), is still in force; however it was never fully implemented. There is a continuing fear that the populations in many of the river regions could suffer a catastrophic crisis situation, since there is next to no medical provision or food aid available. 

Many people have died on the road 

This is likewise confirmed by Father Noel. "Our parish of Blessed Anuarite of Mpouya has just one single road, about 36 miles (58 km) long. It links us to the town of Ngo, in the heart of Congo. Since Mpouya is on the banks of the river, there are numerous diseases endemic here, such as malaria, sleeping sickness, diarrhoea. Unfortunately, the state does nothing about this. In the health centre of Mpouya there is not a single doctor, so that the most urgent cases have to be taken to Brazzaville, some 370 kilometres (230 miles) away from here. The 58-kilometre stretch of road to Ngo is in a pitiful state. A great many people have died on the way before they could even see a doctor." Average life expectancy in the Republic of Congo is around 49 years... 

It is hard to fight against the "prophets of the lie"

But the natural elements and health care provision are not the only things Father Noel has to contend with. "On the religious level", he writes, "it is very hard to make headway against the 'prophets of the lie'," by which he means the sects. “They are greatly unsettling the families. If a man is sick, for example, then for these prophets it means that he is bewitched; if he doesn't catch any fish then he is assumed to be cursed; if he has no children, then they must have been eaten by a boa constrictor." 

The sects - trying to get at the people by every means available 

"Dealing with the sects is very difficult. Especially since they are well equipped technically, with video machines, sound systems, etc. This impresses the people." They try every means available to unload their propaganda onto the people. In Mpouya there are more than 11 of these "prophets of the lie", he writes. At the pastoral level "it is not easy", as Father Noel remarks, but "to witness from time to time how one of these prophets converts to Catholicism is a source of joy. A proof of this is the fact that our chapel has now grown too small." 

The faithful of Mpouya have real need of regular visits by their priest, so that they can continue to hear the Good News. ACN has promised Bishop Ernest Kombo of Owando, who is also chairman of the Congolese bishops' conference, 3,600 Euros for two Yamaha outboard motors. If you too would like to help, then please note the project number below: Congo /Owando 04/218. Project ID: 0401078.

Background by Claude Piel
A car for Bishop Akio Johnson Mutek in Torit, Sudan 

"I have given my car to the Vicar General", writes Auxiliary Bishop Akio Johnson Mutek of the diocese of Torit in southern Sudan to ACN. "Now I have to beg for a lift in order to be able to get to Torit, the seat of the diocese." 
Sudan is the largest country in Africa and one of the countries in the world where people are most victimised on account of their religion or ethnic origins, with thousands persecuted, expelled and murdered. The Arab nomadic tribes in the North of the country are trying to impose Islam on the peoples of the South, and also to secure the rich oil revenue for themselves. 

4.5% Catholics in the North and 79.5% in the South of Sudan 

The people in the South of Sudan are overwhelmingly Christians, and they are also very poor. In the year 2004 the percentage of Catholics living in the archdiocese of Khartoum, in the North of the country, was 4.5%, while in the southernmost diocese of Torit, no less than 79.5% of the population were Catholics. For many years a terrible civil war raged in the South of Sudan, which claimed the lives of hundreds of thousands every year. 

The peace treaty of 9 January 2005 

On 31 December 2004 the Sudanese government and the Sudanese People's Liberation Army (SPLA) led by John Garang, signed the last two of eight protocols, hammered out in the context of the North - South peace negotiations. Then on 9 January 2005 a peace accord between the two parties was finally signed. In the South of Sudan the signatories also agreed a protocol governing the distribution of the national income between them. In early May they signed three further protocols covering the distribution of the political power in the country and the resolution of the conflicts in the region of Abyei in Southern Kordofan, the Nubian mountains and the Southern Blue Nile Province. 

No words to describe the scale of the catastrophe 

The protocol on the division of political power contained a list of human rights and basic liberties, to the observance of which both parties bound themselves. But despite this, cruel, inhuman and humiliating deeds are still being done - the destruction of villages, looting, murder by armed rebel bands, by members of the security forces, by the military secret services and by the police; violence against children and women, torture, hostage taking, imprisonment without any contact to the outside world. There are no words to describe the sheer scale of the catastrophe, in which over a million Sudanese have died so far and millions been forced to become refugees in their own country. Now countless thousands of them are living in refugee camps, where the access to humanitarian aid is for the most part denied them. The fear is growing locally of a famine... 

The presence of the Church - an urgent necessity 

In such circumstances the presence of the Church is more than a blessing for the people on the spot; in fact it is an urgent necessity. In his letter to ACN Auxiliary Bishop Mutek writes, "Since the peace treaty was signed on 9 January 2005 we have been facing a new challenge." Bishop Mutek himself was suffering from kidney disease for a long time, as a result of which he had to leave the country for a time in order to get treatment abroad, for there was no suitable hospital for this in Sudan. 

So long as the car has spare tyres and a tool kit on board... 

Now Bishop Mutek no longer has a vehicle. Last year he wrote to Christine du Coudray, who heads our Africa Desk, "My car already had 65,000 kilometres on the clock when I was given it by another bishop. It was in use for nine years and has now clocked up 249,000 kilometres. During my long illness it was not necessary for me to have the car." That was why Bishop Mutek decided to give his car to the Vicar General. Today he is once again strong enough to carry out some of his duties, and he would like very much to have a car again, for the bishop is still not strong enough yet to reach his more distant communities, and in any case it is not safe enough to be travelling around in Sudan on foot. He really does need a new vehicle. "I don't care what kind of vehicle it is", he writes, or whether it's a Toyota, a Landcruiser or another make of car. So long as it has spare tyres, a starting handle, a luggage rack and a tool kit on board." 

ACN has of course promised Bishop Akio Johnson Mutek the money for a new vehicle. The cost - 23,100 Euros - is high, because there are no vehicles to be bought locally. The car has to be imported from abroad and the import costs (transport and customs duties) are very high. Additionally, the official papers for the vehicle must be obtained. All this costs a lot of money, above all in a country where war has been raging for so long and where prices are driven up sky high. If you would like to help Bishop Mutek too, then please note the project reference number below: 
Sudan / Torit 05/57. Project ID: 0510377.

Background by Claude Piel
Ein Auto für die seelsorgerische Betreuung der Gläubigen in und um Rokytne (Ukraine)


Von der Pfarrei zur Heiligen Theresia in Rokytne im Nordwesten der Ukraine aus betreut Pater Volodymyr Ositsa sieben weitere kleinere Gemeinden. „Angesichts der Entfernung zwischen den Dörfern und des sehr schlechten Zustands der Strassen um Rokytne herum“, schreibt Pater Volodymyr Ositsa an Kirche in Not, „ist der Weg zu den Gläubigen mit dem alten Auto kaum zu bewältigen: Zum Friedhof sind es bereits 5 km, nach Tomashhorod 15 km, nach Klesiv 30 km, nach Sarny 50 km, nach Kupel 65 km, nach Rivne 150 km, und nach Lutsk, dem Sitz der Diözese, sogar 190 km.“ Pater Volodymyr Ositsas Auto ist nicht mehr zuverlässig. Es kann ihn jeder Zeit mitten auf dem Weg im Stich lassen: Er braucht unbedingt ein neues Fahrzeug, um den Menschen in dieser abgelegenen, fast vergessenen Region der Ukraine wenigstens die Frohe Botschaft des Herrn bringen zu können.

Denn frohe Botschaften gibt es wenige in der Ukraine. Die Menschen hier haben in der Vergangenheit bereits so viel durchgemacht. Sehr hart getroffen wurde das zweitgrößte Land Europas durch den Supergau des Atomkraftwerks von Tschernobyl im Jahr 1986, als die Ukraine noch ein Teil der inzwischen aufgelösten Sowjetunion war. Einige Landesteile sind immer noch radioaktiv verseucht.

Der Spagat zwischen dem westlich und dem östlich eingestellten Teil 

Zudem grenzt die Ukraine im Osten an Russland und im Westen an die Europäische Union. Der westlich und der östlich eingestellte Teil der ukrainischen Bevölkerung stehen sich oft mit vielen Missverständnissen gegenüber. 1991 wurde die Ukraine nach dem Zusammenbruch der Sowjetunion ein unabhängiger Staat. Seitdem versuchen die Regierungen den Spagat, sowohl die Beziehungen mit dem östlichen Nachbarn Russland aufrecht zu erhalten, als auch eine bessere Anbindung des Landes an den reicheren Westen zu erreichen. 

Aus Not aus ihrer Heimat ausgewandert

Die Ukraine ist ein landwirtschaftlich geprägtes und eher armes Land. Weil sich viele Menschen im westeuropäischen Ausland bessere berufliche Chancen erhoffen, haben in jüngster Zeit rund 10 Millionen von ihnen ihre Heimat auf Zeit verlassen. Zudem leben seit Jahrzehnten mindestens weitere 10 Millionen Ukrainer in der ehemaligen Sowjetunion und in den übrigen Länder der Welt versprengt. Nun zählt das Land rund 47,45 Millionen Einwohnern. Diejenigen, die im Land geblieben sind, haben oft die ländlichen Gebiete verlassen, um in den Städten ihr Glück zu suchen: Rund 33,4 Millionen Ukrainer leben nun in den Städten, die Urbanisierungsrate liegt inzwischen bereits bei 70,41%. Nachdem im Dezember 2004 Viktor Juschtschenko die wiederholte Stichwahl um das Präsidentenamt gewonnen hat, ist die politische Lage immer noch nicht stabil. Zudem gibt es zahlreiche weitere Probleme wie unter anderem die Armut, die steigende Zahl der Aidskranken (250.000) und die recht hohe Zahl von Gefängnisinsassen (196.800). Dabei ist die Ukraine mit einem Durchschnittsalter der Bevölkerung von rund 38 Jahren ein noch junges Land.

Ein christliches Land

Vom Glauben her ist die Ukraine traditionell ein christliches Land: Neben der Ukrainisch-Orthodoxen Kirche, die dem Patriarchen in Kyiw untersteht, der Ukrainischen Autokephalen Orthodoxen Kirche, und der Russisch-Orthodoxen Kirche, die dem Patriarchen in Moskau untersteht, gibt es die Griechisch-Katholische Kirche, die mit Rom verbunden ist, und der rund 6 Millionen Gläubige angehören. Zudem leben heute rund 1 Million Römisch-Katholischen Christen in der Ukraine, viele von ihnen haben polnische Abstammung. 

Die Wiederauferstehung der Kirche in der Ukraine

Es grenzt an einem Wunder, dass sich heute wieder so viele Ukrainer zu ihrem Glauben in der Öffentlichkeit bekennen, denn bereits während des Zweiten Weltkrieges war die Ukraine Schauplatz zahlreicher Verfolgungen, Massenmorde und Zwangsdeportationen in die sowjetische Gulags. Die Sowjetunion setzte diese systematische Vernichtung des gesamten religiösen Lebens fort: Inhaftierung und Ermordung von Geistlichen und Gläubigen, methodische Zerstörungen von Kirchen, planmäßige Vernichtungen bzw. Verbrennungen von allen religiösen Zeichen (Kreuze, Bibeln, Ikonen, etc.); all diese Grausamkeiten gehörten zum täglichen Leben in der von der Sowjetunion besetzten Ukraine. Offiziell gab es für die kommunistischen Herrscher keine Christen mehr. Die Römisch-Katholische Kirche wurde nur still geduldet. Infolge der Pseudosynode von März 1946 wurde die Griechisch-Katholische Kirche in die Katakomben verbannt. In der Dunkelheit der Keller und Verstecke lebte sie irgendwie weiter. Voller Mut betete sie trotz Demütigungen unermüdlich um ihre Befreiung. Mit dem Treffen von Pater Werenfried und Kardinal Slipyj in Rom begann 1963 die Hilfe von Kirche in Not vor allem für die griechisch-katholische Kirche. 

Die Diözese von Lutsk, zweitkleinste katholikenärmste Diözese der Ukraine

Heute hat die Römisch-Katholischen Kirche insgesamt 7 Diözesen in der Ukraine, worunter die Diözese Lutsk mit ihren 29.850 Katholiken zahlenmäßig als zweitkleinste gelten müßte. Die Stadt Lutsk liegt im Nordwesten der Ukraine ca. 200 km nordöstlich von Lemberg entfernt. Nach dem Zweiten Weltkrieg wurde der überwiegende Teil der polnischen Einwohner in dieser Region nach Polen zwangsumgesiedelt. Unter der sowjetischen Herrschaft wurde die Stadt zu einem Industriezentrum. Heute noch liegt der industrielle Schwerpunkt der Stadt auf dem Maschinenbau und der Leichtindustrie. 

Mgr. Markiyan Trofymyak, römisch-katholischer Bischof der Diözese von Lutsk, kennt die Nöte seiner Geistlichen und seiner Gläubigen. Um den Hilferuf nach einem Fahrzeug zu verdeutlichen, wird an dieser Stelle der Brief von Pater Volodymyr Ositsa an Kirche in Not in voller Länge veröffentlicht:

Die Kirche wurde zum Kulturzentrum

„Vielen Dank für ihr Schreiben und für die Fürsorge. Wir danken Ihnen auch für die Hilfe, die Sie mehrmals geleistet haben. Das ist für uns von großer Bedeutung, denn ohne Ihre Unterstützung wäre unsere seelsorgerische Aufgabe nicht zu bewältigen. Wir bedanken uns bei allen Wohltätern und schließen sie in unsere Gebete ein. Wir sind sehr froh, dass Sie sich für unsere Arbeit in der Pfarrei interessieren. Obwohl unsere Pfarrei noch vor dem Krieg gegründet würde, konnte sie erst 1990 offiziell bestehen, und ihre Aufgabe fortsetzen. Aufgrund der politischen Lage, der Geschichte und der Repressionen haben unsere Pfarrei und ihre Pfarrangehörigen sehr gelitten. Es ist der Hauptgrund dafür, warum unsere Gemeinde heute so wenige Gläubige hat. Vor dem Krieg gab es in der Stadt Rokytne eine Kirche, aber diese wurde dann zum Kulturzentrum. Bis zum gegenwärtigen Zeitpunkt ist sie ein Kulturzentrum geblieben. Anstelle dessen haben wir Räume bekommen, die für liturgische Zwecke und als Wohnung dienen.“

Eine Holzkirche wurde zum Lager

„Ein ähnliches Phänomen betrifft die Pfarrei im Dorf Tomashhorod. Dort gab es auch eine Kirche. Sie wurde in den Kriegsjahren völlig zerstört. Heute gibt es nicht sehr viele Kirchenbesucher, aber der Glaube lebt weiter in den Herzen der Menschen, und dank dieser Menschen und anderer Gläubiger konnte eine neue Kirche gebaut werden. Sie wurde vor kurzem geweiht. Dies konnte dank Ihrer Hilfe geschehen. Die dritte Pfarrei, die wir seelsorgerisch betreuen, ist die Gemeinde von Klesiv. In Klesiv gab es vor dem Krieg eine Holzkirche. Später wurde dort ein Lager eingerichtet. Gott sei Dank konnte die Kirche an die Pfarrei 1993 zurückgegeben werden. Allerdings war dieses Gebäude in einem erbärmlichen Zustand und musste neu renoviert werden. Die Lage in der Pfarrei ist sehr schwer und kompliziert, denn nur wenige Gemeindemitglieder sind übrig geblieben.“

Eine Pfarrei weit abgelegen im Wald 

„Es gibt noch eine kleine Gemeinde in Kupel. Kupel ist ein kleines Dorf, das sich mitten im Wald befindet. Dort wohnen wenige Menschen. Seit 1993 kommt jedoch ein Priester regelmäßig zu Besuch. Diese Pfarrei und die Gläubige zu erreichen, ist sehr wichtig, obwohl die Pfarrei 65 Kilometer entfernt liegt und der Weg in einem sehr schlechten Zustand ist.“

„Beten, dass das christliche Leben neu entflammen wird.“

„Das Wiederaufleben des Glaubens schenkt sehr viel Freude, obwohl es viele Schwierigkeiten gibt. Die vielen Jahre der kommunistischen Herrschaft haben zu materiellen und geistlichen Notlagen geführt. Aufgrund dessen sind auch die Arbeitslosigkeit, der Alkoholismus und die Perspektivlosigkeit entstanden. Wir möchten in die Zukunft schauen, Gott loben, und beten, dass das christliche Leben neu entflammen wird.“ 

Man kann die Dörfer nicht ohne Priester lassen

„Die beste Entwicklung unter diesen Dörfern ist in der kleinen Kreisstadt Rokytne zu finden, wo 5.000 Menschen leben und wo es mehr Arbeit gibt als anderswo in der Gegend. Hier hat die Kirche die höchste Anzahl aktiver Pfarrmitglieder. In Tomashhorod ist die Lage schwieriger. Durch die Arbeitslosigkeit verlassen die Menschen den Ort. In den anderen zwei Dörfern ist die Lage besonders kritisch, denn die Gemeinden sind nicht sehr groß. Mann kann sie aber trotzdem nicht ohne Priester lassen.“

Ein reges Pfarrleben

„In Rokytne leben 150 Gläubige, davon 15 Kinder und Jugendliche. Tomashhorod zählt 90 Gläubige, davon 25 Kinder und Jugendliche. In Klesiv sind es 15 Gläubige, davon 5 Kinder und Jugendliche. Und in Kupel leben 12 Gläubige und davon ebenfalls 5 Kinder und Jugendliche. In Rokytne findet der Gottesdienst täglich statt. Am Samstag kommen die Kinder zur Katechese. In der Pfarrei ist auch ein Jugendchor, der die Gottesdienste begleitet, und jeden ersten Freitag im Monat werden die Kranken zuhause aufgesucht und mit Sakramenten versorgt. In Tomashhorod finden jeden Freitag und am Wochenende Gottesdienste statt. Zudem werden an den Wochenenden genauso wie in Rokytne Katechesen und Jugendgruppen organisiert. In Klesiv finden jedes Wochenende Gottesdienste statt, und in Kupel findet der Gottesdienst jeden ersten Sonntag im Monat statt. Jeden dritten Samstag im Monat werden auch Jugendtage organisiert. Zudem werden während der Sommerferien in der Stadt Sarni regelmäßige Jugendtreffen organisiert, zu denen die Jugendlichen hinreisen.“

„Bereits im Jahr 2000 wurde mit Hilfe von Kirche in Not ein Personenwagen gekauft, der bereits 215.000 km gefahren ist, und sehr reparaturanfällig geworden ist. Ich hoffe, dass ich unsere Lage deutlich beschrieben habe. Es ist sehr wichtig zu erwähnen, dass neben den bisher beschriebenen Fahrten oft zu Beerdigungen gefahren werden muss, und andere Fahrten gemacht werden müssen - wie z.B. zu Begegnungen mit den Bischöfen und zu den anderen Priestern aus der Diözese. Ebenso müssen Fahrten aus administrativen Gründen gemacht werden. Zu meinen Brief lege ich Ihnen Fotos bei. Nochmals bedanke ich mich sehr für Ihre Unterstützung in der Vergangenheit und hoffe, dass Sie uns weiterhin helfen werden. Wir gedenken Ihrer Wohltäter in unseren Gebeten.“
Pater Volodymyr Ositsa, Pfarrei „Sv. Teresy“ von Rokytne

Kirche in Not hat Mgr. Markiyan Trofymyak, Bischof der Diözese von Lutsk, 5.500 € für ein Auto zugesagt. Wenn auch Sie Pater Volodymyr Ositsa helfen wollen: Projekt-Nr.: Ukraine / Lutsk 05/30, Projekt-ID: 0506994. Dazu gibt es auch interessante Fotos, die bei Kirche in Not angefordert werden können.




3

Our unity gives us hope 

Pope John Paul II. Just a few weeks
before his death, and already too 
weak to speak, he wished to send the
people on St Peter’s Square a dove as
a sign of peace and love. But it was
too cold for the dove, and it turned
rapidly back - to the Vicar of Christ,
who in his sufferings better embodied
the love of Christ for mankind than
any symbol.

In the Jubilee Year 2000, according
to Pope John Paul II’s wishes, the
Vietnamese Cardinal Nguyen van
Thuan became the first Asian to
conduct the papal retreat. Nguyen
van Thuan had been imprisoned by
the communists for 13 years, nine
of them in solitary confinement. In
his 21 meditations he spoke about
hope in unity.

The wealth of the Church, he said in
one of these Lenten sermons, is her unity.
“The Christian vocation is to live unity.
The Christian community united in mutual
love is the actual place where Jesus is made
visible.” 

This unity is lived out in countless
places around the world - not least in
Vietnam itself, “the eldest daughter of the
Church in Eastern Asia” (Pius XI). It is
lived out in the concern for the elderly, the
sick and the lonely, in the schooling of the
children of poor families, in the religious
instruction for young and old. The Sisters of
Divine Providence care for everybody in the
parish of Hoa Hung in the diocese of Long
Xuyen. They care for 500 boys and girls
aged up to 14. This is hard and exhausting
work and they need motorcycles to help

them in it. The equation is quite simple 
- more motorcycles, more unity. 

As for young Father Luciano Sotero
Teles of the parish of Our Lady of Graces
in the diocese of Tianguá, Brazil , a motor-
cycle simply would not do. Among other
things he has to care for no fewer than 27
small communities with chapels as well.
But with a simple, small car he could, he
writes, serve the Lord still better in this
arid corner of God’s Kingdom. So let us
help him, so that this unity in love can be
made visible! •

As far as their wheels will carry them... Vietnamese sisters,
setting off to give religious instruction - thanks to you! 

‘Help me to reach the children’ - Father Luciano with his 
little flock.

Over hill and dale... On the way to visit
the young people in Dong Tien, Vietnam.

“In love man 

transcends himself; he

frees himself because

he is concerned for

the other person,

because he wishes 

the other person’s life

to suc ceed.”
Pope John Paul II 

of a pastoral nature through Aid to the Church in Need.

Background by Claude Piel
A motorcycle for the Sisters of Providence in the parish of Hoa Hung in Vietnam 

"We belong to the Sisters of Providence", writes Sister Jeanne Françoise Nguyen Thi Phan to ACN. "We work in the parish of Hoa Hung, a poor and remote parish in the diocese of Long Xuyen in the south of Vietnam. In order to carry out our pastoral apostolate we have to travel from one village to another on bicycles. But many of the villages are up to 10 kilometres apart and, in the rainy season especially, the roads are not always in good condition. A motorcycle would be of great help to us and would save both time and energy." 

In recent years some progress has been made in Vietnam in the areas of education, health and living standards generally. However, in the remoter regions of the country this progress is arriving only very slowly. Without the devoted work of these sisters, many children would scarcely be able to manage the Three Rs. But how are they to reach these children when people are scattered across wide areas in the countryside? The diocese of Long Xuyen, for example, lies in the far south of Vietnam and covers an area of 10,243 square kilometres (4,000 square miles). In the year 2004 there were just about four million people living in this diocese of whom 5.9% - or 234,360 souls - were Catholics. 

The battle against illiteracy 

"Within the territory of the parish of Hoa Hung there are around 5,000 Catholics", writes Sister Jeanne Françoise Nguyen Thi Phan. "Essentially, our daily pastoral work consists in taking care of the religious instruction of the children and adults who live far away from the church. We also visit the elderly and the sick who cannot get to the parish. In addition we give a basic schooling to the children and are in this way battling against illiteracy. Most of the people in this area work on the land. But the land does not belong to them. Many of them are unemployed and simply cannot afford to send their children to school." 

"The children have to help their parents earn money" 

"There are around 500 girls and boys, aged between 6 and 14 years. These children have to help their parents earn money by selling lottery tickets, sweets and other small items. For them it is by no means self-evident that they will find the time to go to school as well. The only solution for all concerned consists in visiting them directly in their homes and teaching them at home. In doing so we have to choose the right moment in order to even find them at home. There are a few study groups in the region. We visit every day in order to give the children some schooling. We would so much like to have a motorcycle for these pastoral tasks; however they cost about 1,400 Euros... So far, we have managed to save two hundred Euros and now we are asking you to help us with the remaining amount of 1,200 Euros." 

Bishop Joseph Tran Xuan Tieu, of Long Xuyen wholeheartedly supports this request from the Sisters of Providence. And so ACN has promised them 1,200 Euros, so that they can purchase a motorcycle. If you would like to help too, then please note the project number below: 
Vietnam /Long Xuyen 05/85. Project ID 05077808 

Background by Claude Piel
A car for the parish of Father Teles in the diocese of Tianguá in Brazil 

"I am turning to you with an appeal for help to obtain a new vehicle for the parish", writes Father Luciano Sotero Teles of the parish of Our Lady of Graces, in Brazil. "The parish does not have the financial means and I absolutely need a car in order to be able to fulfil my pastoral ministry". 

Brazil is the largest country in Latin America and has no less than 385 dioceses. Father Luciano Sotero Teles works in the diocese of Tianguá in the Ceará region. In 2004 there were 411,397 people living within the diocese of Tianguá, 92% of whom were Catholics (378,485). Since the hinterland which the parish serves is repeatedly afflicted by catastrophic droughts, more and more people are now moving away into the regional capital of Fortaleza, which by now has grown to some 2.1 million inhabitants, or not far behind Rio de Janeiro. 

Our people are very poor 

The battle, among other things, against hunger, poverty and slavery is still a central problem in Brazil. Especially in the poorer regions, more and more people are leaving the land in order to try their luck in the big cities. Here they often face outbreaks of armed violence, usually linked with drugs crime. The victims are for the most part young men from the poorest levels of society, Afro Brazilians or other Brazilians of mixed ethnic origin. Protecting children and young people is a major problem in Brazil. This is a cause of grave concern to Father Luciano too. "Our people are very poor", he writes to ACN. "I am greatly saddened at the situation of the young people who have no prospects here in the diocese of Tianguá and who move away to Rio in order to find work there. But then there is usually nothing for them there either." 

No priest has been living in the parish for two years 

Father Luciano works in one of the poorest vineyards of the Lord, in northeast Brazil. Sometimes not a drop of rain falls here for years. The grain withers in the ground and all the people's supplies are used up. The parish of Our Lady of Graces (Nossa Senhora das Graças) in the arid Sertao da Ceará has around 15,000 parishioners, the overwhelming majority of whom are either struggling to survive by subsistence agriculture or working as state employees. Before Father Luciano came, there had been no priest living in the parish for two years. 

Reviving the pastoral activities 

Now Father Luciano Sotero Teles is working to revive the pastoral activities in the parish. He was ordained to the priesthood on 17 December 2004. A young priest, full of hope and energy - and indeed there is so much to be done. His list of priorities is so long, he hardly knows where to begin. The parish has an additional 27 outstations with chapels that are situated between 3 and 12 kilometres from the parish centre. All the faithful want to see their priest. But by now the 12-year-old VW Golf belonging to the parish is in constant need of repairs and is to all intents no longer able to cope with the journeys on the rough, untarred roads. Father Luciano has appealed to the diocese to obtain help for him. Moreover, at the present time the pastoral centre is also under construction and the parish simply does not have enough money. It is truly in need of our support. 

Bishop Francisco Javier Hernández Arnedo of the diocese of Tianguá warmly recommends the project and emphasises the pastoral zeal of this young priest. So of course ACN has responded to the appeal of Father Luciano Sotero Teles and has promised Bishop Francisco Javier Hernández Arnedo 21,000 Brazilian Reals, or about 7,800 Euros, for a new VW Golf. If you would like to make a contribution to this project, then please note the project number below: 
Brazil / Tianguá 05/56. Project ID 0505788. 
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Cross and Grace 

I quite frequently visit the tomb of Father
Werenfried in the cemetery in Königstein,
in order to pray, to reflect or to ask his
advice. Every time I am attracted by the
beautiful cross that crowns his headstone.
This cross, carved in red granite, has some-
thing about it that particularly moves me. 

It speaks of the sorrow and suffering that
Jesus endured, and which is present in our
own lives too - sickness, injustice, vio-
lence, death. 
But the cross also speaks of grace and
blessing, because it points to Jesus who
rose from the dead. There is no Good
Friday without Easter - this is the central
message of our Christian faith! 
Yes, this is the Good News of Jesus: in our
lives there is both Cross and Grace, but
Grace always has the last word, for it is the
expression of the love of God. And his love
is stronger than death - hence the most
important thing one can say about God is:
“God is love.” It is most certainly not by
chance that our Pope has chosen this
statement, of all things, as the subject of
his first encyclical. May this certainty
accompany us in all our sorrows, trials and
difficulties and give us comfort - this is my
wish for you all and for myself too.

May God bless you 
Without the willing sacrifice and selfless
help of ACN it is difficult to imagine that
the contemplative convents would still
exist today. Therefore we implore the
merciful God that he might bless this
charity and all its staff and benefactors
who have supported our enclosed com-
munities. 
The Carmelite sisters of Czestochowa,

Poland 

God is much better... 
I would like to give you £70 for
Sudanese children needing schooling
and bread. I think especially of my two
sons. I placed them in God’s hands as
we were moving around and, by his will,
they made it. I think God took care of

mine so I would like the money to go
for this purpose. I love Fr Werenfried’s 
saying that we underestimate the love
and mercy of God and the generosity of
people. Next year I will purchase his
autobiography.

A Mother from Bath, England 

Helpers in the vineyard 
God alone knows what an immeasurable
help a car has been to our pastoral work.
And you have helped us to obtain it.
Thank you. God has all eternity to reward
you for this, but you may rejoice even
now that God has already enlisted your
help in the great mission of expanding his
kingdom. We pray the Angelus at the end
of Holy Mass for you. 

Father Laszlo of Vrsac, Serbia 

Need, love and thanks - Your letters

Hans-Peter Röthlin,
President

The Last Word

ACN welcomed its newest
members into our interna-
tional family on 31 January.
More than 20 bishops were
joined by a host of religious
and seminarians, all of whom
we have helped over the
decades, at the opening of
ACN's Polish Office in War-
saw. Also at the celebration
was the Prefect of the Congregation of the Clergy, Cardinal Dario Castrillón
Hoyos. Cardinal Castrillón said: “I come out of love for John Paul II, out of love
for Poland and because I admire the work of this charity.” In his address, in a
packed St Michael’s church, Bishop Wiktor Skworc thanked ACN for its help
during difficult times. By its future contribution to the work of the charity,

Poland would endeavour to repay the
“mountainous debt of gratitude”.

Photos: Above , the Cardinal with
the chairman, Mgr Piwowarski (left),
and national director, Fr Waldemar
Cislo (right); and left with staff from
the Polish office.
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Where to send your contribution for the Church in Need:
Please use the Freepost envelope – it saves you money and helps us.
In Ireland: Aid to the Church in Need, 151 St Mobhi Road, Glasnevin, 
Dublin 9, tel. (01) 8377516. (Registered Charity No. 9492).
In Great Britain: Aid to the Church in Need, 1 Times Square, Sutton, Surrey, 

SM1 1LF, tel. 020-8642 8668. (Registered Charity No. 1097984).
If you give by standing order, or have sent a donation recently, please
accept our sincere thanks. This Mirror is for your interest and information.

Background by Claude Piel
The opening of its new Polish national office in Warsaw, the Polish capital, was the great event to mark the beginning of 2006 for the international Catholic aid organisation, Aid to the Church in Need (ACN). Father Werenfried would undoubtedly have been delighted to pronounce the name of Aid to the Church in Need in Polish - "Pomoc Kosciol Bowi w Potrzebie". Now many other people have done just this for him. Here we hear from just two of them, Bishop Victor Skworc of Tarnów, the delegate of the Polish bishops' conference for ACN in Poland, and Dr Norbert Neuhaus, the Secretary General of ACN. 

Bishop Victor Skworc of Tarnów

"Live as a community, just as the Gospel of Christ demands", this was the message of the address by Bishop Victor Skworc on 30 January 2006, the day of the formal opening of the Polish national office of ACN in Warsaw: "If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you." 

"Dear brothers and sisters, these words of Jesus Christ to the disciples from today's Gospel are a description of the state of the Church, but they are also the full explanation of their fate in the world. The mystical Body of Christ suffers constantly; the scene of the scourging is repeated at every moment. The Church of Christ has, since the beginning of her history, experienced prejudice, rejection, hostility, hatred. It is hard to give a rational explanation for this, except this one - her supernatural origin. The Church was founded by the Son of God, who was rejected, humiliated and shamefully put to death. She follows the Master on his way, just as we read in the Bible: "A servant is not greater than his master". The People of God are not of this world and - as today's Gospel emphasises - they do not belong to the world; therefore the People of God are persecuted by the world. 
The past 20th century was a time of a particular explosion of hatred against the Church, which saw its climax in the Second World War. The ideology, inspired by neo-paganism, that there are people of different worth, cost many people, among them "children of the Church" their lives. The trauma of war and the post-war era provoked a profound crisis of values among many people and lead to a blunting of the ethical sensibilities, to a loss of faith in God and man - to a complete disorientation in life. 

Dear brothers and sisters, the more recent the wounds and tensions following the war and the greater the nationalisms and the sense of injustice were, the harder it was to make simple gestures of kindness and solidarity towards one's neighbour, especially in view of the all-pervading poverty and the desire for revenge. But the Gospel once again showed itself to be stronger than all the evil in the world. A simple religious, a Norbertine priest, Father Werenfried van Straaten, who came from Mijdrecht in the Netherlands, influenced by the Spirit of Truth of whom today's reading speaks, founded a charity that, as in the Parable of the leaven, has now reached dimensions that the Founder himself would never have expected. In 1947 Father Werenfried was 34 years old and had only been a priest for seven years, but he turned courageously to the people, who themselves had just come through a bloody persecution, with an appeal for help - for their persecutors. "Werenfried" - his religious name, means literally "fighter for peace". 
He alerted the Belgian and Dutch people to the fate of 14 million Germans - 6 million of whom were Catholics - who had been forced to flee from the former German territories in the East. Father Werenfried was firmly convinced that "People are ready for heroism if we only have the courage to demand real sacrifices of them. People are much better than we think". 

In 1948 Father Werenfried turned to the farmers' wives of Flanders, asking each of them to bring a not-too-small piece of bacon to the presbytery. This bacon was to be given to the starving German refugees. His appeal evoked such a response that further food collections were frequently organised as a consequence. It was during this time that Father Werenfried got his nickname of "bacon priest". The Dutch and the Belgians gave generously for the needy Germans - their former enemies - food, clothing, shoes... Initially Father Werenfried called his charity "Ostpriesterhilfe". It grew and extended its activities. Today it is known by the name of Aid to the Church in Need (ACN). 

Brothers and sisters! It all began with a piece of bacon. Today ACN is helping Christians in more than 130 countries. Every year the international headquarters in Königstein, Germany, receives over 9,000 appeals for help. ACN helps with the training of priests, religious sisters and also lay pastoral workers, wherever the Church is in need. It is thanks to this organisation, for example, that thousands of seminarians in Nigeria are now preparing for the priesthood. An important role is also played by the help for the construction of churches and parish houses, and likewise for the publication of religious literature. One of the best known projects of ACN is the Child's Bible. Now translated into 148 languages, no less than 43 million copies have to date been printed and distributed. For many children the Child's Bible is the only book they have ever possessed and the one through which they learn to read and write. 

Encouraged by its founder, ACN also helps in the countries of the former Eastern bloc. It should be mentioned in passing that no less than 1,300,000 Rosary booklets were sent to Russia alone. 

All the resources available to ACN come entirely from the generous donations of around 700,000 private benefactors. These are collected in, at present, 16 national offices. Now such an office is being opened today in Poland. In this way we will move from being the recipients of aid to being givers of aid. Our contribution to ACN will be a kind of repayment of our debt of gratitude, a response to the kindness that the Polish Church has experienced from ACN over decades. The support and solidarity given to us in the most varied ways, especially in the difficult era of the communist persecution behind the Iron Curtain, strengthened us in our hope and in the faith that truth and freedom would ultimately prevail. Equally important was the feeling that the help from ACN, given in the name of the Universal Church, gave us a sense of security. This security came from the conviction that we belong to the universal Catholic family, that we are present in the consciousness of the Church, that our bonds with the Catholic Church are stronger than the oppression. 

It is impossible for me to list everything that the Church in Poland and throughout Eastern Europe has received from ACN. God alone knows this. For all the material and spiritual goods we give thanks in this Eucharistic celebration. On behalf of the Polish bishops' conference I would like to address a heartfelt "May God reward you" to the representatives of ACN who are present here today. On the third anniversary of his death, we remember Father Werenfried prayerfully and gratefully, a priest with a great heart and an open spirit, whom our Pope from Poland called the "apostle of charity". With gratitude we likewise think of the thousands of benefactors, known and unknown, who, following the example of the Founder, became instruments of God, heralds of the truth of the Gospel. 

In our country, partly thanks to the help of ACN, the liberating power of the Gospels has been demonstrated especially clearly. This power has been summarised in the phrase "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good" (Rom 12:21). 

Brothers and sisters! This verse describes the only attitude worthy of a genuine Christian towards all the persecution that the world can throw at the Church. Father Werenfried built his great work of charity upon this verse, but he also said "Humanly speaking it is a mystery". 
The appeal "Don't let yourself be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good!" was also the life's motto of Father Jerzy Popieluszko, who died a holy and fruitful death. These words continue to define the outlook of the charity ACN throughout the world. This style has assumed much of the attitude of the Good Samaritan, who seeks no revenge, does not pin up "Wanted" notices or hunt down the criminals, but instead stoops over the wounded ones. 

This is the kind of love that Pope Benedict XVI calls us to in his first encyclical "Deus Caritas est". The Pope tells us that “We contribute to a better world only by personally doing good now, with full commitment and wherever we have the opportunity (...) The Christian's programme —the programme of the Good Samaritan, the programme of Jesus—is “a heart which sees”. This heart sees where love is needed and acts accordingly. Obviously when charitable activity is carried out by the Church as a communitarian initiative, the spontaneity of individuals must be combined with planning, foresight and cooperation with other similar institutions.” (31) 

The charity Aid to the Church in Need unites within itself communal planning and assistance with the spontaneity of the individual who, with a burning heart, sees his suffering brothers and sisters, both near and far, sees the Church who - something one must emphasise - will always be in need on her earthly pilgrimage. Let us endeavour therefore - as the reading today teaches us - always and everywhere to live "according to the Gospel of Christ" and to provide help for the Church in Need. 

Bishop Victor Skworc 

Now we give the address by Dr Norbert Neuhaus, the Secretary General of ACN in Königstein, Germany, for the opening of the Polish office of ACN in Warsaw on 31 January 2006: 

"Your Eminencies, your Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, it is now almost 60 years since Father Werenfried made his promise to Cardinal Wyszynski in 1957 to support all the contemplative convents and all the seminaries in Poland - a promise to which we still feel ourselves bound, for as long as the need exists. Thus, for five decades, and despite all the reprisals of the communist regime, with the generous help given, a solid formation could be given in the Polish seminaries. 

Many of you continued after your ordination to improve your qualifications through specialist studies and the gaining of doctorates, so that the Polish Church is now very richly equipped with doctors and professors of high specialist renown. Here too, thanks to the generosity of our benefactors in 16 different countries of the Western world, we have been able to make a major contribution by means of scholarships over the past 50 years. It fills us with pride and joy to see today how the fruits of this work are coming to maturity, not only in Poland but throughout the world. Last year, when we invited our benefactors to a major pilgrimage to Czestochowa, over 500 of them came from every different country. There were benefactors who had travelled even from Australia, the United States, Chile and Brazil. 

We renewed the consecration of our Charity to the Mother of God in front of the image of the Black Madonna in Jasna Góra, a consecration that Father Werenfried had made for the first time in Fatima in 1967. On this occasion we visited the seminaries in Cracow, together with our benefactors. I will not hide from you the fact that our benefactors shed tears of joy to see so many young men who wished to consecrate their lives to God. They saw then that their fervent prayers, their years of sacrifice and their generous help, which they had often given at the cost of depriving themselves, had borne fruit. And not only for Poland but, in a way we could not have dreamt of, even for themselves in Western Europe too, because in recent years many Polish priests have also been working in Western Europe in the pastoral ministry. 

Here it has truly become clear that we, that our charity - just as Father Werenfried has always drummed into us - is no more than a channel, a channel of love and grace between the benefactors and the persecuted and suffering Church. But it is not restricted only to the training of priests! ACN supports the Polish Church in numerous respects, wherever there was and is a need, notably in the construction of churches, such as Nowa Huta, for example, for the renovation of chapels and convents, presbyteries and parish centres, for the training of catechists - both lay and religious - for the establishment of the media for the work of evangelisation and - so that priests and catechist acts can physically reach the people - the means of transport they need - whether bicycles, cars, boats or horses. Yes, and not least, also Mass stipends for the basic support of the life and ministry of so many priests. 

What we have done for over 50 years in Poland - and what we will continue to do, albeit at a reduced level, for Father Werenfried's promise still holds good - we are likewise doing today in over 130 countries on all five continents, wherever the Church is persecuted or in need. And I rejoice that now, after decades of help, we will also be welcoming Polish benefactors among the great family, currently 700,000 souls strong, of Father Werenfried. Benefactors who, through their prayer and sacrifice, are truly responding to the exhortation to "sentire cum ecclessiae", to feel with the Church. Too feel with a loving sympathy! When one member suffers, then the whole body suffers, so the Apostle Paul tells us. Hence, as Father Werenfried has always told us, we do not use the methods of ordinary aid agencies. 

We are a pastoral charity! We seek to give a voice to the persecuted and suffering Church. We seek, by means of our information about the heroes of the Faith, to make public the scandal that here and today there are still martyrs who must give their lives for their Faith - as has happened recently in Pakistan, Indonesia, China and other countries. We seek, via our message, to move the Christians in the economically developed countries, who in many cases have become rather comfortable, to reflect upon the quality of their own Faith and to seek to deepen this Faith. We appeal for prayer as the expression of our supernatural union and "communio" and we ask people to make concrete sacrifices as a practical sign of our solidarity. 

Today especially, in an age in which even in Europe it is no longer a matter of course to speak about God, we are hoping that the Faith of Poland will continue even beyond the pontificate of Pope John Paul II to fertilise Europe and the world. Our charity is a channel for this." 

Dr Norbert Neuhaus, Warsaw, 31 January 2006 
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