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“Christ continues and completes
B : His Passion in all refugees,
N the persecuted, the oppressed
or spiritually isolated
who must still tread
their bitter Way of the Cross.
As once Veronica and Simon of
Cyrene comforted or helped Him
on the way to Calvary, so
now we too are called upon to
help Him in the poorest of
His brothers, with whom He so
expressly identifies Himself.”

Father Werenfried (1913-2003),
founder of Aid to the Church in Need
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Expulsion and exile - refugees in search of a home.

Elﬂ,:m_ ‘“~r{m IM:L* rooves and walls to the raging ocean, @rords of the paralytic beside the pool in
- g landslides have swept away their homeBethsaida: hominem non habée “Lord,
Once, Father Werenfried gave a picture of raging hurricanes have torn up thelrhave no one to carry me to the water...”
Our Lady to a little girl from a refugeedreams of a better life... How often wéJohn 5:7). May that never be said of us!
family, saying: “You can hang it on thewitness their sorrow on our televisiont is not the wall that matters; that is only
wall at home.” The girl replied: “But screens! 2005 was a year of natural disake means to hold the image of Our Lady
Father, we don't have a wall.” She liveders that would have made even Fathir the hearts of our brothers and sisters.
with her family in the middle of a large hutWerenfried’s heart quake! Like him, wdt is not the school that matters; that is
and was surrounded by other refugees irhave seen the face of Christ in these brothengrely a way to a deeper understanding of

draughty few square metres.

this world, and hence of Christ.

No walls; no home; homeless.
Father Werenfried was moved
by the plight of these refugees,
uprooted from their homes and}

“In each of these refugees Nor is it the church buildings
Jesus lives. Christ himself
looks at us through the

that count, for they merely
define the place of encounter
with Emmanuel, God with us.

now seeking somewhere to res eyes of the homeless.” It is the encounter itself that
body and soul in a foreign land. matters, the Communion of
He built them houses and, importantly, hend sisters of ours, uprooted by huméaBaints, the Civilisation of Love that the
built them churches. To these people, whands or force of nature. “As you did it td?opes of the past half century have spoken
had lost everything, he gave four walls anghe of the least of these my brethren, yai again and again. Love is what counts in
so restored some privacy, some securityid it to me.” (Matt. 25:40). every culture, Christ came for us all. He
some hope in a better future, a prospect€ar friends, in each of these refugeegaits for us everywhere. And so we must
a lasting home - in short, a foretaste desus lives. Christ himself looks at ugin together and help wherever we can.
Heaven, a little piece of the Newthrough the eyes of the homeless. He lookbless you all with a grateful heart.
Jerusalem. at us through the eyes of the uprootedours,

To this day, floods of homeless, uprooteithrough the eyes of the children without

people pour through our world. It is noschools and thus without any future, ]
always war that has displaced thenthrough the hopeless eyes of the mothers .
Sometimes hatred of the Christian faitand fathers who stare at their empty i —

has forced them to flee. Others have losands... In them all, we see and hear the International Ecclesiastical Assistant



Claude Piel
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A home for the exiled

These eyes have seen hell - a former
child soldier learning to pray.

“For centuries Abel has lain there in this is their home, and with our help of
blood and tears because we have £13,000 with seeds, water and agricultural
forgotten your love.” These words implements, they will make this homeland

of Pope John XXIII referred to the flourish once more. Among them are 72
refugees from Israel, but they are as young boys, former child soldiers; they too

valid as ever today. To this day, mil- are Abel - victims of hatred and violence.

lions of refugees lie there in blood They need to be led back to love - a love
and tears because the world has that seems as strange and far away from
forgotten the love of God. them as their earliest, fatherless childhood.

We raise them up wherever we carkor this they need something extra. For two
whether in Africa, Asia, Latin America oryears, they will be looked after in a special
Scandinavia. Thanks to your generosity, wilisplacement camp; they will go to school
have found Abel insudan 50,000 Chris- here and learn to appreciate the precious
tians of the Dinka tribe are now hoping tavorth of the human body and all the fruits
return from war-ravaged Darfur, where thegf the earth. Your help will sustain them and
fled 20 years ago, back to their homeland the prayers of us all will accompany the@
the south. They face a thousand miles on

foot - and then a new beginning in a waste i =0 F =TS e e
land, in devastated fields and villages. Bu

“Violence has its roots in hatred and
there alone,” said St Benedict of Nursia, the
apostle of Europe. To forget hatred, to expe-
rience love, to find a new home in the
Church in a foreign land - this is now a real-
ity for thousands of Catholic Tamils from
war-torn Sri Lanka and refugees from Viet-
nam who have found sanctuaryinrway.
The Church in the far north of Europe is a
diaspora Church and in need of help. We
helped in 2005 wit£11,200 and we hope

Andrzej Polec
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Seeking a new home and a new future - Sudanese Christians who have fled perse- to help again this year. For the Church here
cution and famine. This is the Lobonok camp in Juba archdiocese, south Sudan. is poor and small, but faithful and mission-
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ary. The immigrants from Asia have brought
new life, organising dance evenings and
theatreperformances from their own home-
lands, with biblical scenes. Often there are
hundreds of young people and children
there. They have found a real home at last,
and you helped open the door for thene. @
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Proud of their own culture, though far from home - Vietnamese Catholics in Norway. Saying “I do” in Oslo - a Tamil wedding.
2 Any donation you kindly give will go to support these, or similar projects,


Claude Piel
A future for former child soldiers in the South of Sudan 

"Please continue to help us to enable the Dinkas to return to their homes in the South of Sudan", writes Bishop Caesare Mazzolari of Rumbek and continues: "Twenty years ago many of the Dinka from southern Sudan fled into Darfur. Today they want to return home." During 2004 in fact half a million uprooted people arrived back in the diocese. During 2005 another 1.5 million followed them, among them many former child soldiers.”

Ever since 1956 the people of Sudan have been living amid the turmoil of war. At least two generations of them have known nothing but fear and uncertainty. Despite the peace declaration of January 2005, millions of Sudanese are still refugees in their own country. In countless refugee camps they are to be found roaming around in search of a secure a place to stay and food for themselves and their families. They have no chance to think of education; this is a luxury they can in any case not afford. And it is here in their midst that the children are born, the children of Sudan; here, among the land mines, the lootings, rapes, destruction and violence, is where they have grown up. There is no industry here, no employment, nothing that could provide them with hope. "The young people above all think that violence is the only way to survive", writes Bishop Mazzolari.

The thousand-mile march 

Now these people want to return to their original homelands. Since there are so many of them, transport can be organised only for the elderly, for pregnant mothers, the handicapped, unaccompanied children and the sick. The principal problem for the rest is how to return home safely. Along their close-on 1,000-mile route 23 support stations have been set up. At each station the people passing through can rest for up to 72 hours and obtain essential provisions of water (15 litres per person per day), enough food for two weeks (460 grammes per person), blankets, etc. In the dioceses of Wau (to the north) and Rumbek, health centres are also ready with midwives and local catechetical assistants. At the same time preparations are being made for the reintegration of the returning refugees in the south of the diocese of Rumbek. Here the refugees can get information about their onward journey (safety, the situation in their home region, etc.) and also seeds and simple agricultural implements, so that they can survive when they finally arrive at their destination. Legal advice is also being organised to help the Dinkas regain their original lands and property. 

The boys are left to their own devices 

"The main problem is the lack of security", writes Bishop Mazzolari, and continues, "Because of the marauding bands, many people do not know where to keep their cattle. (...). Many men were killed in the war. The young boys have had to grow up without fathers. Other family members are too busy to look to their upbringing. As a result "it is mostly the boys who are left to their own devices. They have no one to look after them. To all intents they are orphans. They hang around in the villages, fighting, killing, stealing, raping. Their traumatised souls are sick with violence and destruction. They create havoc wherever they go." 

It is for these children that Bishop Cesare Mazzolari is now fighting. His particular concern is to care for these youngsters, now that the war is over, in the mission of Tonj, in the south of his diocese of Rumbek. In 1999 the Salesian Fathers of Don Bosco took over the mission of Tonj, the district capital, where there has been relative peace since that year. At that time it was little more than a ghost town, somewhere in the north-west of the region of Bahr el Ghazal. Today it is a town of around 20,000 souls, most of whom are refugees. In the district of Tonj as a whole their numbers are put at 45,000 and around 40 percent of them are members of the Dinka tribe. Four fifths of these people are living below the poverty threshold. In the villages around Tonj an estimated 80 percent of the population is under 18 years old and only one in 10 of them can read and write. 

The boys are often victims of violence 

The mission in Tonj runs a primary school with a girl's boarding house, and a school with a total of 520 pupils, (105 girls and 415 boys) and 12 teachers. While none of the 105 girls who began school in 2003 has been expelled, some 70 boys have had to leave the school. The high number of boys expelled is the result of the war situation. The old family structures and traditions have disappeared and the boys have no other values to replace them. In addition they often have to come to school on foot in an area where they are regularly victims of attacks and robberies. And since socialism does not acknowledge private property, anyone can rob another person of his few possessions - his water bottle, his bread tin, etc. As a result the boys often go hungry and have nothing left to live on, and so are forced to miss school. And then they are expelled from school as a result. 

Giving the boys what they most need - a home 

To stop this happening, the mission in Tonj wants to provide the boys with something they have missed most of all until now - a home, the experience of fatherly love and the feeling of being a worthwhile and valued member of the community. "In order to realise this dream", Bishop Mazzolari emphasises, "we above all need people who not only have a heart for such children but also the experience and the maturity to accompany these young lads. The Salesian Fathers of Don Bosco have all completed a 5-year training course. They are outstandingly well-suited to run such a boarding school. They have also developed a profound understanding and can help these young adolescents to reintegrate properly into society once more." 

"Your help", Bishop Mazzolari emphasises, "would enable 72 youngsters to look on this primary school and boarding house as their home from 2005 - 2006 onwards. They would also be able to learn to live, after school, in a dignified environment. They will be taught basic hygiene, the value of agriculture and how to grow different kinds of plants. The atmosphere would enable them to escape from the trauma of the war and so become fully-fledged members of society. What we are asking of you is to pay for the running costs of this home for the 72 boys for two years." So Bishop Mazzolari concludes his letter of November 2005. ACN has responded to his appeal. He will receive 19,000 Euros so that he can cover the running costs of this boarding school for two years. If you would like to help us with a contribution, the project reference is: 
Sudan /National 05/142. Project ID: 0507485. 

NB: 
The orphan girls too are being cared for by the diocese. The Comboni Sisters have taken care of these young girls and are looking after them in various establishments, such as the Saint Josephine Bakhita Training Centre in the mission of Kitale, which is also in Rumbek diocese. 


Claude Piel
Scandinavia. Migration presents a challenge for the Catholic Church in the North 

"This year again we want to ask you for a subsidy to support our national pastors", writes Bishop Gerhard Schwenzer of Oslo, to Aid to the Church in Need (ACN). The Catholic Church in Scandinavia is a minority Church, living in a diaspora situation and, partly also because of the social make-up of the Catholic population, she continues to depend on outside support, according to Peter Humeniuk, who heads our section for refugees in Western Europe at Aid to the Church in Need. 

The diaspora situation

It is above all the pastoral care of the migrant populations that presents a challenge for the Catholic Church in Northern Europe. These immigrants have come to Scandinavia from various different countries with widely varying social and cultural backgrounds. In climatic terms too, their countries of origin are often very different from the cold North. When they arrive in their host country the immigrants are at first utterly isolated by their language and culture. For these people the priests living among them from their own background and language are like a saving anchor in an ocean of isolation. They are the first people they turn to and remain a crucial support. But even the priests themselves have to overcome these same kinds of problems when they arrive. As a result they know well the kinds of problems their countrymen face. 

The worldwide problem of migration

The Catholic Church has such a profound concern in this area that the Holy See has itself addressed the problem of migration worldwide and in Europe as a specific mission (see the end of this article *). The situation in these countries is also correspondingly grave. In Norway, for example, support from abroad has been reduced so sharply in recent years that the diocese of Oslo today only receives one sixth of the amount it was given six years ago. It can scarcely be expected to make up for this drastic shortfall by self financing in such a short space of time. 

Likewise in Norway, the problem of these immigrants is a challenge for the Catholic Church. They come above all from Vietnam, Sri Lanka and Croatia and live scattered throughout the entire territory of Norway. To enable us to better understand the everyday situation of these immigrants and the pastoral work required of their chaplains locally, Bishop Schwenzer of Oslo has attached a letter from Father Iruthayanathan from Sri Lanka, to his request for our help for the pastoral ministry among the Tamils in Norway. 

"I was the pastor to the Tamils in Oslo"

Father Iruthayanathan (also known as Father Iru) write to us from Oslo describing his pastoral apostolate among the Catholic Tamils in Norway from 2003 - 2004. "I was the pastor to the Tamils in Oslo", Father Iru relates, "until a young Oblate Father took over from me in August 2004. The hard winter is now past. It was a hectic time, with a great deal of hard work. During 2004 I baptised 90 children from various different backgrounds and languages. Given the tiny Catholic population in Norway, this is a large number. Thanks to these baptisms I was also able to get to know some of those Catholics who have been living for years in Norway without having had any contact with the Church. My work among the Tamils was a only a sideline, in addition to my normal parish work at St Olav's cathedral in Oslo. Most of the Catholic Tamils who live in the north of Norway are now in the process of moving into the big towns. I had to be constantly striving to remain in contact with them in order not to lose them." 

Not losing contact with the Catholics

During 2004 I had the honour of visiting 500 Tamil families. Additionally, I registered a large number of Catholics who had moved to Oslo. During each visit I would read a text from the Bible and often pray for half an hour together with the families, and then bless their homes. It is an important Tamil custom to ask the priest to bless their houses. Since there is a Tamil priest living in the area of the city of Bergen, he was in a position to minister to the entire region around Bergen, Stavanger and Sogn og Fjordane. His presence helped me very much by enabling me to concentrate mainly on the region around Oslo. I also travelled regularly to Tonsberg to minister to the Tamils. There were even a considerable number of Hindu families who welcomed our pastoral help." 

These Catholics rarely have the joy of seeing a priest

Given the geography of Norway, Father Iru continues, "It was not so easy to move around. The weather was often bad. I drove to Tonsberg and Porsgrunn to visit my Tamil families. Whenever another priest needed my help to say Mass in English or in Tamil, then I was always there. I saw it as a service to these Catholics, who very rarely have the joy of seeing a priest from their own ethnic background. But these journeys took up a great deal of time, and sometimes I had to travel more than a thousand kilometres. But every time these journeys bore fruit, and Holy Mass was very well attended. I kept in regular contact with them by letter - often this was the only way of reaching them." 

With the families - the backbone of our communities

Father Iru asked the Catholic Tamils to do something more. For him it was important above all to convey the Christian values to the new generations and at the same time to confirm the Faith of the older people who had come as immigrants from Sri Lanka. "There was a big generation gap between parents and children", Father Iru recounts, "so that it was all the more necessary to establish some kind of equilibrium. This is a long process. The children now live in two completely different cultures. My work required an exceptional degree of sensitivity. Together we founded an association called CATWAS, the Catholic Tamil Welfare Association. The goal of this association is to enable families to participate actively in Catholic life. They are the backbone on our community." The US group with around 15 boys and girls, is a very great support in his pastoral work. They help to shape the Liturgy, organise cultural programmes, dances and rehearse theatre performances, based on Bible themes. They give religious instruction to the smallest children and train the Mass servers. During the summer holidays they organise tours and try to involve young people from other groups at the same time. They also take an active part in the joint youth Masses which are held six times a year. We even had around 30 young singers, both boys and girls, in a choir. 

Preparing the Liturgy in their own mother tongue

Father Iru's meetings were held in three different languages, Tamil, Norwegian and English. "In this way everybody could really have the feeling of truly taking part in Holy Mass", he writes. The children who have come to Norway only very recently are unable to follow the religious instruction in Norwegian, and so I prepared them for their first Holy Communion and Confirmation in their own native language. Once a year I also organised a big one-day seminar for all the Tamil religious groups; in 2004 there were 150 of them present. The subject of the seminar was "The seven Sacraments and their meaning for the Christian life." 

Missionary outreach - where people convert to Catholicism

"I also helped the Hindus. In 2004 in fact, three of them became Catholics. I had been giving them instruction for over a year. It was they themselves who absolutely wanted to become Catholics. In 2004 I also had four Lutherans who converted to Catholicism. There were also a few children, aged between 10 and 15 who wanted to become Catholics. Since I also speak Sinhalese, I looked after some Sinhalese Catholics too and kept in regular contact with them. I also kept in touch with around twenty elderly Norwegians who could no longer come to Mass and could not get to a church. I was also invited by a Lutheran pastor to make regular visits to the prisons. Happily, there was not a single prisoner there from Sri Lanka. All the inmates were either European, African or Latin American in origin." 

We all need the Good News

Father Iru also taught for about 15 hours a month in a Catholic school attended by Norwegians. The aim of this school is that the children should grow up in "faith, hope and love". The children are not all Catholics, but belong instead to various different denominations. "I enjoyed it very much", says Father Iru, "for I think that the Christian message should reach us all." 

Father Iru's concluding words are especially for ACN: "I would like to thank you. You have always supported me over the past 18 years. In June 2003 I was fortunate to have the help of two young Oblate Fathers from Sri Lanka. Shortly after their ordination they came here to Norway, and now they are working very hard to learn Norwegian. Both of them, Father Jagath Premanath, (with the Tamils in Bergen) and Father Clems in Oslo, are helping me to celebrate Holy Mass in Oslo. Both have also begun to celebrate Mass in Norwegian, and of course they both speak Tamil and English." 

"You have always supported me over the past 18 years"

Father Iru's testimony is crucial in helping us to understand the appeal for help from Bishop Schwenzer of Oslo. During 2005 ACN gave a total of 16,358 Euros for the pastoral care of the immigrant groups - the Tamils, the Vietnamese and the Croats - in Norway. We think that Bishop Schwenzer should get the same amount for 2006. 

We must go on helping - it is more important than ever

The continuing influx of immigrants, all of whom are very poor, combined with the continuing fall in the financial aid received from abroad, has made the situation much harder for the Scandinavian dioceses in recent years. Our support is thus more important than ever. If you would like to help us, then please note the project references: below: Norway /National 05/52 - project ID: 0501903 and Norway /National 05/53 - project ID: 0501904. 



@
Making hope a reality

Rarely has there been such a prom-
ising harvest from the rich soil of
Guatemala. Perhaps the farmers r "Ts
would at last be able to pay off their : . %
debts, and maybe even buy some L i £
better seed. But then Stan arrived, a
hurricane worse even than Mitch,
six years before.

Stan swept away everything in its path
homes, schools, a whole way of life. In th:
parish of St Bartholomew, crushed by t
raging waters, the earliest help came in t
form of food. The people knelt down an . : = ¢
thanked God for not forgetting them. Trus = S [ g cou ild Mﬁthstagg'_lt =
ing in your generosity, we immediately se o e e icane Stan overwhelmed
£27,300n emergency aid. St Bartholome ] = H"'thfdlocese of Escuintla.
the Immaculate Conception, St Andrew, § : 2

Mark, St Rose - all these parishes, and matigy can rebuild. Hundreds of their childreRor them too your generosity gives

@nore besides, are hoping for help so thate dead, tens of thousands have lost evesybstance to their hope. Thank you. e
thing in the floods and landslides. Your help
will give living substance to their hope.
In the Dominican Republic, Father
Carlos Amédée Sherwans is the embog
ment of hope for the refugees from neig
bouring Haiti. He has devoted himself t
their survival and to teaching them to reaé
and write. He lives among them. “| cannd&==
speak of redemption without sharing the
poverty,” he tells us. “Love is always
concrete thing, for body and soul.” His*™"
Father Carlos and his people - he protégés have no status and no rights, amdyrants from Haiti meeting with
represents a piece of home for them. often perform tasks that border on slavergishop Bretén Martinez.

Daring to speak about God

In Africa, a mere eight percent of theur help, just as we have for other Catholtbroughout Eastern Europe, millions

of

population has access to electric poweradio stations which, like Radio Pa’i Pukyeople listen to the broadcasts of a handful
This means that television scarcely playsiaParaguay, are the only media that speakf Catholic radio stations. This is spreading

part in evangelisation or social life, whileof God. In Lithuania too, as in Ukraine anthe Word pure and simple. °
radio, by contrast, is vital. Radio NDoye,
the station run by Bishop Yombandje g
Bossangoa in theCentral African |
Republic, provided information, taught
the alphabet, proclaimed the Good Ne
Then rebels from neighbouring Cha
attacked the station, killed three of its sta®
and looted the equipment. But the bishd
refuses to give up. He already has ne
equipment; now he is looking for suppo
for the technical and theological training
of the journalists. We have promised hinwellsprings of the Good News - studios in Ukraine (left) and Russia.

and enable the pastoral work of Aid to the Church in Need. 3
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Emergency aid after Hurricane Stan 

"We are not in a position to give you an overall picture of the disaster", writes Santiago Otero, FMS, the assistant secretary to the Guatemalan Bishops' Conference, in his letter of 10 October 2005. "Thank you for your solidarity, which is a great support for our people in Guatemala. Your prayers strengthen and give hope to those families who have lost not only their own nearest and dearest, but their houses and their crops as well." ACN sent 40,000 Euros in immediate emergency aid to the most badly affected dioceses. 

After the thousands of victims and the widespread destruction of Hurricane Mitch in 1998, Hurricane Stan struck southern Mexico and Central America in early October 2005. Over 2,000 people lost their lives. The country hardest hit was Guatemala. By the end of October, there was already talk of more than 650 dead, some 400 missing and 900,000 people forced to flee or rendered homeless. There were more than 200,000 seriously damaged houses, and in all some 421 communities were affected by this catastrophe. 

"It is unbelievable - the danger of infection and disease  is very high"

"What we need most at present is humanitarian aid", writes Santiago Otero, FMS, immediately after the catastrophe of 10 October 2005. "Above all we need medicines, food and clean drinking water. It is unbelievable. These are regions which for the most part lie on the coast; they are warm and the danger of disease is very high. The higher, inland regions with the worst destruction are in the diocese of San Marcos. Emergency aid is very important here, and urgent." The worst affected dioceses are those of San Marcos,  Quetzaltenango and Sololá. 

Diocese of San Marcos - cut off from the world 

"At the time the diocese of San Marcos was cut off from the rest of the world", says Archbishop Bruno Musaro, the nuncio in Guatemala. The Secretary of the Guatemalan Bishops' Conference, Monsignor Victor Hugo Palma, also tried to get an idea of the extent of the destruction of the Church's infrastructure. The diocese of San Marcos was almost completely destroyed, it seems. "The area is an almost entirely Catholic one", writes Monsignor Palma, "and almost every parish has lost victims from the flooding and the destruction of Hurricane Stan." 

Contact lost with various ethnic communities

"Additionally, we have lost contact with some of the different ethnic groups of the Altiplano, the high plateau, such has the Tacaná. And we also have no contact with the Ocó people on the coastal region or with the Tecún Umán on the border with Mexico. Monsignor Álvaro Ramazzini is our pastoral coordinator on the spot. In Tecún Umán the devastation is very widespread. The house which had around (? Text missing?) refugees in it, who were already living in very precarious conditions, is now completely flooded." 

Diocese of Quetzaltenango - thousands forced to flee

The diocese of Santa Rosa also lies on the Pacific coast. The flooding here was very widespread. "So far we have no details of the victims", says Santiago Otero. "We only know that 40 parishes cannot be reached, and so we cannot yet organise any aid for them. Father Raúl Monterroso is coordinating the aid effort here." In the diocese of Quetzaltenango the worst affected region is that of Coatepeque, where 10,000 refugees have had to flee their homes since the 8th of October. 

The diocese of Sololá - an entire village buried

In the diocese of Sololá, a landslide buried the entire village of Panabaj on the shore of Lake Atitlán. Even to this day, hundreds of the dead could not be recovered. Worst of all is the situation in Santiago Atitlán. Here the river burst its banks and caused an entire hillside to collapse (see photo). Monsignor Raúl Antonio is still looking for between 200 and 300 people. So far the people have succeeded in discovering only around 70 bodies. They are working without any pause, but there is little they can do. They no longer have any hope of finding survivors. People have to go very carefully, because the decomposing bodies are a great health risk. So far they haven't decided yet whether to try and recover the bodies at all or whether the place where Panabaj once stood should now become a sacred spot, a mass grave of unknown victims. 

Now hunger is looming

The landslides and floods have destroyed the fields of many of the Guatemalan peasant farmers. Now serious shortages are expected in the harvest for 2006. These people, who already live in dire poverty, are now threatened by real hunger. ACN has already given 40,000 Euros in emergency aid to Monsignor Raúl Antonio Martinez Paredes, the bishop of Sololá, and to the other worst affected dioceses. Now the work must continue in Guatemala. 
If you would like to help for these needs, then please note the project reference below: Guatemala /Sololá 05/0113; Project ID: 0507742. 
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Supporting pastoral work among the Haitians in the diocese of Bani

(Project of the month, February 2004)

The diocese of Bani is situated in the south of the Dominican Republic, not far from the capital Santo Domingo. Many immigrants from the neighbouring country of Haiti have made their home here. They are people who have abandoned their homeland because of the presently felt intolerable political, economic and social situation, and they are now hoping to be able to begin a new life here. However, this is made more difficult for them, partly by the barrier between the French-Creole culture of Haiti and the Hispanic culture of their new home - and additionally by the not always friendly attitude of the native Dominicans. And so it is all the more necessary for the Church to show concern for them. As a result, the diocese of Bani has set up a special pastoral centre for these migrants, run by the Haitian Father Carlos Amédée Sherwans. But unfortunately Father Sherwans does not have the resources to fund these activities on behalf of his fellow countrymen. He has turned to us for help. ACN give them 4,000 USD. If you would like to help us with a contribution, the project reference is: Republica Dominicana / Bani 03/00041 – Project-ID: 0390854 
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Help us to save the NDoye diocesan radio station and its network of correspondents!

On 19 November 2002 the studio of Radio Ndoye, the diocesan radio station of Bossangoa in Central Africa, was utterly looted. "What was worse", writes Bishop François Xavier Yombandje of Bossangoa (Bangui) in his letter to ACN, "was that the three employees at the station were murdered in cold blood; they were the technician and two security men. Now we are turning to you for help, so that we can pick up the pieces and begin to broadcast again." 

This diocesan radio station was established in Bangui in October 2001. Up until the tragic events of November 2002, it was broadcasting on 98.00 mHz to a potential audience of around 320,000 listeners within a radius of 100 kilometres. In a region such as this, where there are few people who can read and write, a radio station is a particularly important medium. It was for this reason that, just before the attack, radio NDoye was just in the process of installing a larger transmitter mast, some 60 metres high, so that it could reach a still wider audience - of 450,000 potential listeners - with its blend of social, cultural and religious programmes.

The attack on Radio NDoye - three dead

Bishop Francois Xavier Yombandje knows just how important the radio station is to his diocese. He fully supports Father Joseph Kpikolo Tombo, the director of the station. Father Joseph is also responsible for the training of his staff. In the last few years he had just begun to build up a network of local correspondents. These so-called community correspondents were being trained to report on the situation locally and send in their contribution to Radio NDoye. As a result of the attack, this network of correspondents has been paralysed. 

Around 40% Christians

The Central African Republic borders with Chad to the north, Sudan to the east, the Republic of Congo and the Democratic Republic of Congo to the south and Cameroon to the west. The diocese of Bossangoa lies in the far north of Central Africa and covers an area of 62 square kilometres which borders directly on Chad. It has a total of 13 parishes, four of which are in Bossangoa itself. Most of the 450,000 inhabitants of this diocese live in very impoverished circumstances by agriculture (including cotton and maize). They are divided among some 10 different ethnic groups. The animist natural religions are the most widespread, while Christians - both Catholics and Protestants - make up some 40 percent of the population. The Islamic contingent comes originally from a Shiite population in the south of Chad and now makes up around 12% of the population in the diocese. 

The looters came from the North

It is the particular geographical situation on the diocese of Bossangoa - in the North, on the border with Chad - that led to the tragic fate of the three staff of Radio NDoye. On 19 November 2002 all three were at work when heavily armed rebels from Chad crossed the frontier and attacked their radio transmitter. The rebels were possibly more interested in the materials, since they took the entire equipment of Radio NDoye away with them. Above all they stole the new transmitter mast. But whatever their motives, the three staff of the radio and station paid with their lives for it. But their deaths must not be allowed to signal the end of Radio NDoye. The station is very important to the people of the diocese of Bossangoa. Some of them were already working as local correspondents for the station. Now the whole enterprise lies in ruins. 

"We must continue what we were forced to abandon"

For Father Joseph, the director of Radio NDoye in Bangui, it is vitally important that all the knowledge that has been transmitted in the last few years should not simply be lost. "Before these tragic events we had begun to train up the community correspondents. As soon as we get the support we need, we will continue what we were forced to break off." Those giving the training will be the same people and will come from Bangui - there is an engineer in information technology, a doctor in information science as national producer and a journalist who was trained in the school of journalists in Lille. The work of the community correspondents in the rural regions around Bossangoa is particularly important, since 98% of the people here live in such rural regions. Their training will take place in three stages; with theory in the mornings and practical work in the afternoons. At the end of their training these parish correspondents should be capable of gathering the information, editing and cutting it and then sending it. 

Evangelisation and 80% local information

In terms of content, Father Joseph tells us, "We want to achieve a better form of evangelisation, by being closer to the people, especially in a region that is also badly affected by Aids. We want to persuade people to change their behaviour, so that this terrible disease will retreat. When we can finally resume our work again, this radio will also contribute to peace. We will be transmitting 80% local information, contributing towards better literacy, and teaching and informing the people. Radio NDoye must retain its community character and remain close to the people in the service of the population of the diocese." 

"They won't forget the know-how they have already gained"

Father Joseph is concerned above all about the staffing of the radio station. "The first technician of Radio NDoye learned his skills in Lyons in France. But since his cold-blooded murder over two years ago, the station has been shut down. In the meantime, and until the radio is able to broadcast again, all the staff of the station are working in scattered groups, trying not to lose the know-how they have already gained and to advance further in the new techniques of radio. For example, until the broadcasts are resumed, the journalist of Radio NDoye is working with Radio Notre-Dame in Bangui. Father Joseph Kpikolo Tombo himself is using the time to gain experience in digital sound editing. The new technician has studied at the University of Arts in Central Africa and will now undergo a period of practical study, so that he is familiar with the digital equipment. The radio presenters have also been found - a young woman and a young man, who are currently working for the Catholic Media Services in Bangui, are expected to work eventually for Radio NDoye. 

"We must help them to become better known"

"We must help them to emerge from their anonymity", says  Christine du Coudray, who heads the Africa Desk at ACN. The name "Radio NDoye" originates from a pastoral project in the diocese of Bossangoa dating back to the years 2001 - 2002, a project originally called "Church, Family of God". Radio NDoye is a station that seeks to generate a sense of community and to reach as many people as possible, with social, cultural and religious broadcasting. 
ACN has agreed to send 4,700 Euros to  Father Joseph Kpikolo Tombo. If you would like to help for this project, then please note the reference number below: Centrafrique /Bossangoa 04/85; project ID: 0498689. 


Claude Piel
Radio "Great Priest" 

"Now I have a priest in my own home", says a young woman from Paraguay. Radio "Pa'i Puku" is the only voice in the media here that talks about God." This radio station was set up in 1997 and named after Pedro Shaw, the third apostolic vicar, who, on account of his great height - he was over two metres tall - was given the nickname the "great priest" (or Pa'i Puku, in the Guarani language). 

Paraguay has a population of just over five and a half million souls, and in area it is around the size of Germany and Switzerland put together. It is one of the most underdeveloped countries in Latin America. In 2002 it was also rated as the country with the third highest rate of corruption in the world. Paraguay is also listed in third place, after Brazil and Guatemala, among the countries with the most unjust distribution of income. Around 66% of the viable agricultural land is owned by just 10% of the population. The small peasant farmers, the campesinos, have little chance of competing with the big landowners, and virtually no resources to respond to the growing competitive pressure they exercise. Additionally, the inheritance system means that their small plots of land are becoming ever smaller. Many of the campesinos end up by selling their land and migrating into the big cities, where they have to struggle to survive and find shelter amid the destitution of the slums. 

40,000 young people have left the country

The Paraguayan economy is entirely dependent on agriculture and thus very much at the mercy of world market prices. In 2002 unemployment and under-employment were running at around 40%. The educational level is also very low and there is a frequent shortage of teachers and resources. In order to contribute to the family income, many children have to leave school early. The lack of any kind of prospects causes many young people to emigrate to countries like Argentina and Spain. In 2005 alone, according to Xavier Legorreta, who heads ACN's Latin America desk, some 40,000 of them left the country. All these factors combine to create a situation in which there has been a sharp increase in violence, crime, murders and abductions for the sake of blackmail.  

85 percent of the population are baptised Catholics

In Paraguay, Xavier Legorreta tells us, some 85% of the population are baptised Catholics. Additionally, there are a few mainstream Protestant churches, plus Jewish communities, members of the Bahai religion, and countless sects. However, the sects often encounter great resistance as soon as they begin to attack the widespread devotion to Our Lady and the saints among the ordinary people. The great popular piety in Paraguay is an effective remedy against the advance of the sects. The most dangerous, from a Catholic perspective, are the Mormons, who now have a great many attractively furnished temples, plus extensive financial resources, and they manage, by means of their systematic house-to-house missions, to reach a great many people. 

Non-Mennonite population confined to small enclaves

In some areas, especially in Chaco and in the north-eastern part of Paraguay, the Mennonites hold a dominant place in society. The German-speaking Mennonites, who originally came from Russia, already had extensive privileges even before the tragic Chaco War of 1933 - 1935. They purchased large stretches of land from the Paraguayan state and to this day they are well organised, with an extensive infrastructure, and also economically much better placed than most other inhabitants of the rural regions in Paraguay, on account of their well-organised co-operative production and marketing structures. The Mennonites are divided amongst themselves into various different colonies, each of which runs its own co-operative. The non-Mennonite population of the region has been confined to small enclaves. The Catholic Church has difficulty ministering pastorally to these isolated groups of people, and generally the Catholic Church can operate only in the towns established by the Mennonite colonies. 

Many new vocations, especially among the young women

By now the Catholic Church has recovered from the massive repression during the earlier dictatorship of Dr José Gaspar Rodriguez Francia from 1814 - 1840. (This included the dissolution of the monasteries, the closure of the one and only seminary, the abolition of all clerical privileges, a 70% tax on all donations to the Church, the self-appointment (of the president?) as head of the Church and the claiming to himself of the right to single-handedly appoint all the clergy). However, she is left today with a relatively small degree of political influence. In recent times, moreover, the Church has had to suffer some painful experiences. But at the same time the Church in Paraguay today can look to numerous small signs of hope, especially the deep-rooted popular piety and above all the devotion to Our Lady of Caacupé. This is also an excellent starting point for the religious formation of the laity. The Church can also rejoice in numerous new vocations, especially to the female religious congregations. Moreover, great importance is generally attached to a catechetical formation that is not restricted to preparation for the individual sacraments but which seeks to integrate all areas of life. In the view of Bishop Gímenez of Caacupé, ACN can best help the Church in Paraguay through formation projects. Catholic media work and the Bible apostolate are likewise important means for proclaiming the joy of the Good News to so many people who have been paralysed by a fatalistic sense of hopelessness. 
 
The radio - the best way of reaching scattered communities

In Chaco region particularly, the Catholic Church has to cope with a diaspora situation of scattered small communities. For many people in this region in particular, the radio is the only way of hearing the Good News. Monsignor Lucio Alfert, who is in charge of the pastoral apostolate to the people, visited Radio Pa'i Puku last year, in March 2005. The director of the radio station, Ramon Zavala, spoke to him about his concerns regarding the sound quality of the broadcasts. The biggest problem is the telephone link to the transmitting mast, some 15 miles away. The present analogue link is completely outdated and very sensitive to temperature changes, and it also causes a time-lag - all of which results in frequent interruptions and poor sound quality. This problem could be overcome by means of a digital link.  

The only voice in the media that speaks about God

Sister Norbert Valdés can tell us of a powerful plea for Radio Pa'i Puku. One woman from a remote corner of the hinterland told her: "Radio Pa'i Puku is itself the Pa'i (priest) for me. It is the only voice in the media here that tells us about God." 
The varied mix of programmes begins early at 5 a.m. and finishes at 9 p.m. Every day at least an hour and a half is devoted to religious programmes and at the weekend considerably more. Every Sunday, Holy Mass is broadcast from the parish church in the parish centre of San Euquenio. With the help of local correspondents, direct broadcasts are also made from other dioceses. Radio Pai Puku is a member of the national association of radio broadcasters, the "Red Nacional de Emisoras", which is headed by Radio Caritas in the capital, Asunción and whose members are in the main Catholic radio stations. Some programmes are also borrowed from Radio Pas in Miami, and there are likewise contracts with, among others, Radio France and Radio Netherlands. 

The director of the station, Ramón Zavala has turned Radio Pa'i Puku into a very efficiently organised radio station. His 28-man team is given regular training sessions. Every two months there are workshops combined with spiritual exercises. Once a year the staff take part in courses organised by the Red National de Emisoras, by FM Trinidad, Radio France, ALLER and the German station, Deutsche Welle. In addition Radio Pa'i Puku itself organises one-week courses for the staff of the local parish radio stations, and three-day courses for members of the promotional group Amigos de la Red. There are two sound studios, each of which has two recording studios on either side of it. One of the recording studios is a large auditorium from which major debates can be broadcast. The station is funded up to around 40% from its own resources. The most important sources of income are an annual auction, a lottery and the contributions of the Listeners' Club. 

Up to 400,000 listeners 

The station, which broadcasts on 720 kHZ has a range of some 200 miles and is one of the most powerful AM transmitters in the Chaco region. The programmes of Radio Pa'i Puku can be heard from around 70 miles north of Asuncion, and in the daytime they also reach parts of Argentina and Bolivia. The programme's audience includes around 100,000 regular listeners, and it could in theory reach over 400,000 if the station could in fact broadcast at its full transmitter capacity of 25 kHZ. The listener rate is around 70%. By comparison, the Mennonites only reach around 30%. ACN has promised 15,000 US dollars for this project, so that they can install a digital link and improve the signal quality. If you would like to help for Radio Pa'i Puku too, then please quote: Project reference: Paraguay / National 05/00132 



The Tsunami:
“You were the first to help”

Bishop Thomas Savundaranayagam (pictured) of Sri Lanka wrote to us after
the tsunami, which struck his diocese of Jaffna:

“Thank you. You were the first to help my diocese to organise the immedi-
ate relief efforts for the 22,000 families affected by the tsunami on 26th
December 2004. We really much appreciate your emergency aid. We moved
the people to safe places away from the sea, we organised women and chil-
dren’s clothing, milk, food, drinking water, mats and pillows. Injured people
were taken to the nearest hospitals and medical camps were organised.”
Late last year, Bishop Thomas Savundaranayagam visited ACN and under-
lined the need for continued support, adding that the charity was one of the
only organisations prepared to help rebuild dozens of churches, convents,
presbyteries and other church buildings lost to the tsunami. @

Need, love and thanks - Your letters

A life-saving drop in the ocean it goes. | am sending yo€BO for the

Hans-Peter Rothlin,
President

The Last Word

Homeland

Whilst in Bethlehem, some Christians
told me that relatives of theirs had
arrived “in heaven”. | offered my con-
dolences. But they laughed. No, they
meant Europe, America - “heaven”
compared to the “hell” they left
behind. Yet, Heaven is the final home-
land of mankind and we are all search-
ing for that peace, joy and security we
can only fully know there.

These Christians had found a new
home abroad thanks to the help of the
Church, which is the gateway to
Heaven. Today, the questions of
‘homeland’ and assimilation are politi-
cal dynamite — as we recently saw in
the city suburbs in France.

War, hunger, poverty, unemployment,

My donation is no more than a drop irtraining of priests. From time to time | expulsion — the sheer scale of need
the vast ocean of need. But | know thaiill be able to send you other small drives people to risk everything as they

for those dying of thirst such a dro@mounts.

can be a life-saver. Whenever | can, | A woman from Jena
try to help your wonderful charity, in Germany
which helped me too when | was a student

in Rome. She prays for the sisters in Bukavu

flee across oceans and even deserts.
Parents in south-east Asia hand over
their children to racketeers; young
women in Eastern Europe entrust
themselves unsuspectingly to sexual

A priest from Portugal Your appeal for help for the forgotten exploiters; immigrant ghettos appear

ones of this world in Bukavu moved mein our midst, like enclaves of a former

No gold, but she shares with the pooresdeeply. | pray every day for the Church homeland. But such people have a
Thank you so much for the recéfitror. in need and especially for the sisters inright to a homeland — to a fatherland
| think we have a good Pope in BendBukavu: “God, hear my prayer; read and a mother tongue — and we have the
dict XVI. Every morning | say themy heart and the hearts of others whoduty to help them to assume this right,
prayer for him that you sent me, so thdtave been moved as | have been. Givabove all in the places where they were
God may give him strength for hisis courage to go on serving the Churchborn. This is what our priests, sisters
heavy task... | have no gold and no jevin need, for she suffers wherever peopleand lay workers are doing. They are

ellery, but what | have managed to sawauffer.”
| wish to share with the poor, as far as An elderly lady in France

making them feel at home in the
Church — the gateway to Heaven.

Where to send your contribution for the Church in Need
Please use the Freepost envelope — it saves you money and helps us. Aid to the Church
in Need, 1 Times Square, Sutton, Surrey, SM1 1LF - Tel. 020 8642 8668. (Registered
Charity No. 1097984). If you give by standing order, or have sent a donation recently,
please accept our sincere thanks. This Mirror is for your interest and information.

49 You can now watch ACN programmes on TV
- see EWTN on Sky channel 680.
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Claude Piel
Emergency aid for the Diocese of Jaffna, Sri Lanka 

Bishop Thomas Savundaranayagam, Bishop of Jaffna (Sri Lanka), wrote on 25 January 2005 following E-Mail to “Aid to the Church in Need”: “Thank you for your grant of € 35,000 for the victims of the Tsunami disaster in my Diocese. It is very generous help though the damage is enormous.”

“We very appreciate your immediate help to handle the situation. We together removed the people to safe places away from the sea and organised relief like cooked meals, clothes, drinking water, mats and pillows. Injured people were taken to the nearest hospital and medical camps were organized by our Sisters. Three Centres were identified: Point Pedro, Palai and Kilinochhcy (Mulaitivu) from where all assistance was directed by about 52 welfare centres. Most difficult work was the searching for dead bodies, identifying and giving a dignified burial… At present the work of assessing the loss to lives, houses, property, fishing-gear etc. are being attended to. The second phase is to take the people closer to their own places and erect temporary shelters and caring them for some time. In the mean time to identify lands away from the sea and to erect permanent dwellings. We have to erect also temporary schools for the studies of the children. Lot of of work has to be done and needs organisation, men and money… Nearly 32 churches are fully or partially damaged and four mission houses completely gone. Three convents are also fully destroyed. I don’t know how we are going to replace them. All my priests are safe though some of them had very close saves. Once again I thank Aid to the Church in Need for their immediate help, which has been of big assistance. May I also thank you for your concern and solidarity in our time of grief and suffering. May God bless you.

Shortly after this mail he gave more details to “Aid to the Church in Need” about the emergency help needed for the victims of the tsunami in his Diocese of Jaffna: “to obtain emergency food (rice, sugar, dhal etc.) for tree main centres and 52 camps; to purchase clothes for children, women and men who don’t have any clothes to change (950 families were helped), to receive help for medicine; to transport priests and nuns to the different camps to be with the people; to assist the people, counselling etc.; to buy mats, pillows, bed-sheets etc. for 2,700 families, to receive cash assistance for five priests who had lost all their possessions and to give assistance for funeral expenses to 40 families.”

A few months later, in March 2005, Bishop Thomas Savundaranayagam writes again: “We are proud to say that this was the first help arrive for us to organize the immediate relief efforts for the 22,000 families affected by the tsunami of the 26th of December 2004. This has gone a great way to lessen the sufferings of the affected people who were living in shock and grief because of the great tragedy that had overtaken in such s short time.”

And now “the work must go on”, as John Pontifex, Head of Press and Information for ACN in the UK, writes on Monday, 31 October 2005: 

“Post-tsunami: The work must go on

HOPE has finally arrived in Sri Lanka as Christians in some of the most remote corners of the island await the rebuilding of Church communities lost to the tsunami.
The Diocese of Jaffna, Sri Lanka’s northerly province, recorded the biggest losses last Christmas when the killer wave smashed through 35 churches and chapels – by far the worst tally of destruction in the whole of the island.
Insult was added to injury when plans to renew/repair the churches became mired in controversy as local Government clashed with the authorities in the Sri Lankan capital Colombo over the safety of re-development close to the sea. 
The issue was particularly sensitive for the Church because a large proportion of its chapels, convents, presbyteries, parish halls and schools overlook the sea. 
Now, in an interview with the charity, Aid to the Church in Need, which supports Christians in troubled regions, the Bishop of Jaffna reported a breakthrough in the political debate, enabling the diocese to go ahead and rebuild key structures.
The Rt Rev Dr Thomas Savundaranayagam has applied to ACN for funds for a number of projects, which he considers to be vital for the Church community.
They include a Church building in the town of Mullaittivu, a town on Sri Lanka’s north-eastern town, which became famous after the tsunami when it emerged that the vast majority of the faithful survived because at the time the tsunami struck they were some way in-land attending the opening of a religious shrine.
Describing the projects as “very important”, Bishop Thomas said: “The people really need these church buildings. They are constantly asking me when they will get their churches back.”
The bishop went on to thank Aid to the Church in Need for emergency aid packages sent within days of the disaster, providing food, blankets, tents and medicine. 
Stressing that ACN was the first “to come to our aid”, Dr Savundaranayagam said: “Aid to the Church in Need’s support was a great help – and we were so grateful because it came through immediately.”
The bishop went on to underline the psychological damage inflicted by the tsunami, which only now was coming to light. 
He said: “Our sisters and priests are doing a lot of counselling with the children and other folk. They are slowly getting back to normal but it is taking a long time.”

John Pontifex himself was in the devastated region; he was witness of how our brothers and sister still suffer from this catastrophe. And there is still so much to do on Sri Lanka’s eastern coast and in other parts of the country. If you want to help: Project reference: Sri Lanka / National 04/142. Project ID: 0400741.



